
Slnlulory Inslrurneni No. 136 01 1988 

NATIONAL PARKS ACT 
(Cap. 38:03) 

NATIONAL PARKS REGULATIONS. 1988 
(I'ubtrshcd on 3urh I>rcrmbcr, 1988) 

ARRANCEMEN'I' OF REGlJLA1'IONS 

1'. PART 11 Open season, cnfry i*fo Nniionat 
Parks and Lbrnprng Sites 

3. O p r ~ i  scason ill National Parks 
4. Enrry i n ~ n  National Parks 
5,  Desigi~ated camping sites 

FA R.J' 111 Mofor Velrrclrs and A J ~ C Y O ~ ~  

6. Only approvcd vehicles may bc uscd in National Parks 

PACT 1V Boating and jishing wrlhin Natior~ol Parks 

7. Boating on  National Parks 
8. Fishing in National Parks 

PART' V General conduct within National  Parks 

9. Ciencral rtrndurt in National P a ~ k s  
10. Persons in National Parks to remain in camping sires a [  nigh1 
l !. Intcrfer~rict* with animals 
52. Prohibition of alms 211d an~murlilion and other weapons 

P A R T  V1 Misccllatzeolrs 

13. Cient~ral powrrs of a~ttl lori~cd ollicers 
1.1. Rcvorarion 

IN EXERCISE~I~  lht. p c ~ w e r s c r ~ n I r r r r d ~ ~ ~ ~  tbr Ministrr of Con>nlurrea~~rl Industry 
by section 15 of llre National Parks Art, tire follorving Regulationran! herehy made- 



P A R T  I Prcliminnry 

I. I ' I I P s ~  Regularion< may beriled as theNational Parks Regrrlattons, 
19RH. a ~ ~ d  shall come i r l~o  operation on  1st July. 1989. 

2. (1) 111 thrse Rrgulations unless the context otherwise requires - 
"arrrl.;and arn~n~rni t ion"t~ave !he rneaningsassigned 10 them itt~der the 

Arms arid Anrmunirioil Act; 
"aurhoritrd offir'er" means the Director, his Deputy or assistant, agame 

t~lfircr,  game scout. ganrc guard or any person authorized in  
wtitirrg hy rhe Directnr or his Deputy to bc an authorized officer 
( r~ r  tlic purpose of thrsc Rcgulation5: 

"11tx11" i r ~ r  ludrs c.;rrwr ot t lua~r t~l ;  
"l)iret~or" irreans (he Director of the Department of Wildlife arrd 

National Parks and Chief Came Warden; 
"~xplnsives" has the meaning assigned to it in the Explosives Act; 
"National Park" means air area constituted as a national park by rlre 

P~.rsidenr under the National Parks Act: 
"nigllr" in airy gear from IstMarch toSOthSepiember means theperiod 

hrtween hall past six irr the the evening and six o'clock in the 
nlorrring, and [rom 1st Octoberro thelast day ~[Februarymeans 
the period between half past seven in the evening and hal[ past 
livr n'c.lork in the morning; 

"othcr weapon" means bows. arrows. spears, traps, snarrs or any corm 
o l  weapon or object which Inay be used to kill o r  maim orcapture 
anitnala; 

" p ~ r n r i ~ "  means any permit issued under thc relevant regulariorrs. 
(2) Fnr thc purposesol theseRegulations,a personshall be deemed to 

Ix. a resident o l  Botswana i l -  
( a )  he is  an officer in the public servicc or a teacher employed by the 

L'11ifird 'Teaching Service or [he spouseorchildof such an officer 
or leachcr: 

( b i  Ire is a niember o i a  class ol pcrsolls designated lor theptrrposes ol  
chrrt. Krgulatiorts by 1l1c Minister by notice published in the 
Care~ t r ;  or 

(c) he holrts a residents permit which he has held for a continuous 
pcriod 01 12 nronrhsard has lxcn prcsenr within Bo~swana fnrat 
least nirte rno~rths of the i~nmediarcly preceding period of 12 
mimml\s. 

PAKI' L1 Open stnson, entry rnto Nuttonal  Pork Siles 

9. Every National Park slrall be open throughout rhc year: 
Prt~videtl tllat art aulhurizcd olliccr may close the wholeor part of a 

Nntirr~bal Park in rht- intrresls ul public safely or na~ura l  resoul.ces 
rllall;lKwIctlt arlivili~h, UI ICJI. ilctrniniscril~ive rCasr)llS. 

4 .  ! l  ) Nrr pcrsoll shall entrr 11% lle withilr a National Park unless he is 
111 ~ I ) S P ~ S S I ( I I I  01 a prrntit crbiained frorn an authorized officer. 

12) N o  peltnit shall be issued until [he Iee set orrt in rheSchedule has 
her11 p a d  toall  authorirrd oflicer. except in 111e case ul duly at~thorizcd 
vi5i1s 111 grotrps or s t l ~ d c n ~ s  a ~ l d  o~l lers  rngaged in field trips, or an 

r~tlir,ial 61r1 Gtrvt'rntr~~nt diuy. atrd rr. l~t.~r thr ia.;11~31Ii1 rrce vncty ]rrarnbit 
11:ia bre~i i~tarlltjri~t-il b y  I I I C  D i~ rc~or .  

(3) A 11crmit <hat1 hc is5ut.d sul)jcrt r t )  rrrtll r . l~~~r l i t i t r~~s  as all 
~~trtl>~rr?trd rIi1ir.r~ lw,ty 5rtX li! a1ta11> I\>~*SCIII. 

(4)  For Ihe pitrlrlrst.~ c~lllric ~c*g~ l l a t i t r~~ ,  trirpsnc~n rlri~ll clltcr c~r Icavt. 
a Natiorral I';~rk rxc:rpt r h r ~ u ~ l ~  a ~ x l i n ~  t ) f  entry or exit clcc lerr.cl by rlre 
iIi~r<trr~.hy rrcrrir.~.ir~ ~ h c  C;;~rt~ttc, ani l id~rr t i l ic t l~s  hurh I)ys11 a u ~ l r t ~ ~ i r r d  
1~flir.c.1 l ~ y  ~toticc' and sign. 

(5) Any persc111 iv110 ~ " ( I E I ~ I ~ % * C I I C S ~ ~ I Y  provi>io~) 01 tl~ih I . L - ~ L I ~ ~ I I I ~ ) ~ I .  i11, 

wlro Pail\ tn comply witlr any ztmdition atrhjcrc W wllirli a pec~ni t  was 
i5i11cil ~ I I  I C ~ I I I S  ~ r i  S I I I ) I ~ ' K I I I Z I I ~ < ~ I I  (31, shall he g11iIty ;l11 oric.rlcc z111i1 
li;llrlc 14, ;I l i l ~ r  111 1'1 (100 i111t1 10 i1111)1 i . k o t t t ~ ~ ( . ~ ~ ~  ~ I I  11111. y1.:11. 

5. ( l  ' l  I I ~ ~ : y l ~ s i ~ r t ~ ; . s ~ ~  N i t 1  I I I  i d  Ilv\in":mvl 
I c l i ~ ~ r d  J I I  i s  I l ;  l 1 1 1  U l S l 1 1 1 t t i 1  l i l l l l l l l l l l :  

sig11. rilrr 

(2) A prrrnir nrag awtho~ire t l ~ c  holder ro occupy a designated 
'ciimp;ig hitr at rtiglll subj tv~ III hucl) cr~~~rl i l ions  as rnay he crtderrserl un 

I I I C  ~ic*rniii. 
(31 'I'lrr (cr r t r  hp paid ior mci~pyiiig a lampin): s i ~ r  is SFI olrl in rhr 

SrIbrdul~-. 
( 4 )  Autllnrity i l l  Icrnu ill buhrt-gulatic~n (2) slrall ttnt Ire given ro a 

pc'raan rrndrr tltr* agc ul I6 ).cats urrless tlvat pcrsorr is accollipatlicd by 
alrolllrr pcrsura ol (11. over the agc of I(i yrara. 
(51 Any person rvllo urcullics a camping ritr at night witho~bt a 

p r r n ~ i ~  aulllnrizirrg such u r r u p ~ l i r ~ n  shi~ll  he jitlilty 01 a n  olfence and 
li:rhlt- to a Iiuc of P400 and 11, inrpr isonn~cr~~ iclr four 1nnntl1.s. 

PAR'I' III Motor Vchirlcs 

6. [ I )  No person shall, without the pctrnisrion of all aulhorired Only 
oEI~cPI.. enter a National Park cxcepi in a r~rutor vrhiclc or aircralt aPP'l'ucd 

approved by an authorized officer. 
VI~II~CJP.~ 
~ t ~ i l ,  Lt. tmr l l  

('L) An aurhorircd utlimr n1ay refcrsr tn issuc a perntit or nray revoke ,l,~;Ha,l,;rl 

any prr'ir~it so issued il  lhe molor vrlricic to bc used or 11rirrl: used by ally Ivtlrkr 
person, as thr case may be. docs nor, it1 I I I P  npit>ior~ t ~ l  thar au~h tn i l rd  
c11lirr.r. allt)rtl wdttlu;~lc. pmtct'tifrrr to I);laat.IIg'.rs. 

(3). \Vhert: an al~tltoriped ullit.cr ~cvokcs a pcrrnil in rrr.ms 01 
s~~hr rgu la t ion  (2) the person roncorn~d  shall comply with ally 
rrasonabledirections to leave the Natil~nal Park as reay be give~t to h i ~ n  
by all aulhorizctl olliccr. 

(4) No persorr shall drive or per~nil to hrdrivcn in a Natio~ral Pa1.k a 
motor vrl~iclc - 

(Q) other than on a demarcaccd touriat route except with wriuen 
aulhority from an authoriled ollicrr; 

(b) which cxcceds 9 500 kg in wriglrc whrn unl;i{lcr~. in. wt~ic [I lraa 
more than Iwcr normal rcar track whrrls, unlrsb sycci[ir writrcrb 
authority for sr~rll  use has been givrn by the Dircc~or and on 511~h 
terms as may be specilicd; 

(C) a t  night uolcss he is i~ possession of wrikten permission to do  so 
issued by an authorizect ofIicer; 



( d )  which is not capable of lour-wheel drive operation: 
Provided that an  authorized officer may give written permission to 

the driver of a vehicle with two-wheel drive operation to enter a 
Natiorial Park if, in theopinion 01 the authorized officer, such vehicleis 
of a type and carries on  it such equipment as will allow it to be driven 
without undue risk o r  consequences CO any person on it, and without 
undue damage to any track. road or installation in a Nadonal Park. 

(5) No person shall, without good cause, disembark from a motor 
vehicle i n  a National Park except a t  a designated site. 

(6) A permit shall not be issued for a motor vehicle or a n  aircraft to 
entera National Park until the teewcoutin theschedule hasbeen paid 
to an authorized officer. 

(7) An aircraft shall not, except at the time of landing or take-off. fly 
less than 500 nretres in height above the surlacearea o l a  National Park. 
LIIIIPSS prior written permission to fly lower has been granted by the 
D~re t  [or. 

(8) N o  person using a motor vehicle or aircralt shall cause or allow 
such vehicle 01 aircraft to approach any animal in such manner as to 
disturb such animal. 

(9) Any person who contravenes any of the provisions of  sub. 
rcgutauons ( I ) .  (41, (5), (7) or (81, or who fails to comply wilh any 
direction given 10 him under the provisionsof subregulation (3)shaII be 
guilty of anollencc and liable toa fincolPYOOand to inrprisonmrnt for 
three months. 

PART IV Booting and fishing within Notional Park 

ht l r lg  7. (1) No person shall e n ~ c r  a Naiionat Park by boator usea boat on 
anNali~nal Nattonal Park waters unless he i s  in possession oI a permit obtained 
Parks from an authorized ofticer. 

(2) No permit shall be issued until the fee set our in thcSchedule has 
k e n  paid to an  authorized oilicer except where a hee  cmry permit has 
been authorized by the Director. 

(3)  No person shall ,  except with the written authority of an 
anlhorized officer bring into or use any outboard or engine in excess of 
twenty-five horse-power on any boat within the boundaries ol a 
National Park or upon any waters borctering on  a National Park. 

(4) No person may use an inflatable boat or rubberdinghy within a 
National Park. 

(5) No person using a boat on the waters o l  a National Park shall 
cause or allow such boa1 - 

(a) ro approach any animal drinking or bathing in such waters in 
such manner or so closely as to disturb such animal; or 

( b )  to be driven a t  a speed faster than five knots. 
(6) An authorized ofticer may designate p o i n ~ s  in  a Nalional Park 

which shall serve as points of embarkation and disembarkation. and 
shall identiry such points by sign and notice. 

(7) No person shall go ashore or moor or leave any l~oa t  a t  any place 
in a National Park other chan a t  a mooring place designated by air 
authorized officer in terms of subregulation (6).  

( S )  No person "all, without the written permission of anauthorized 
offtcer, use a boar on the waters nf a NaLionaI Par4  at m k h  

(9) No person shall indulge in any water sport within the boundaries 
of a National Park. 

(10) An authorized ofticer may determine which portionor portions 
of the waters o fa  National Park shall beopen to boats, and shall identify 
such portion or portions by sign and notice. 

(I I )  Any person who, withour reasonable excuse, contravenes any 
provision 01 this regulation shalt be guilty of a n  dtence and Liable to a 
fine of P300 and 10 imprisonment for three months. 

8. ( l )  No person shall catch tish within a National Parkexcept under Fislning 

and in accordance with a permit issued by an authorized officer and on in Nalionar 

payment of the fee prescribed in the Schedule. Parks 

(2) An authorized officer may designate points in a National Park to 
be set aside as designated fishing points. and shalt identily such poinrs 
by notice and sign. 

(3) No person shall fish within a National Park exceptar a designated 
fishing point. 

14) No person shall lish by any means other than witli rod and line. 
(5) No person shall be permitted to catch and retain in excess of 10 

lish per day. 
(6) Any person who, without reasonable cxcusc, contravenes any 

provision of this regulation shall bcguilty of an offence and liable to a 
fine of P400 and to imprisonment for four months. 

PART V Gcncral conducl withirt National Park 

9. ( 1 )  No person shall remove [tom a National Park or destroy any Ctncral 
flora, avifauna or tauna, or in any way disturb or molest any living ronducc 

thing, except with the written permission or the Director. in Nalional 

(2) No person shall bury, burn or leave any refuseof any kind within 
a National Park. 

(9) No personshall, without the written pcrrnission otan authorized 
ullicer, light a lire in a National Park except at a designated calnpirrg 
sire, Ilotcl, lodge or permanent camp. 

(4)  No person shall cause a bush-tire withinaNational Park or leave 
a fire unextingushed or teave any material capablr ol  causinga lire. 

(5) No person shall drive any vehicleorcatrscany vehicle to bedriven 
anyrvhcre in a NationaL Park at a speed exceeding 40 km per hour. 

(6) N o  person shall cause any damage to objects of geological. 
cttrrtological. historical, archaeological or of other scientific interest 
w i~h in  a National Park or, without the writter~ permission ol  an 
authorized ullic.er, rcrnvve any object from a National Park. 

(7) No person shall, wittlout [he writcert perniission gf an authorized 
officer, introduce any wild or domestic anima[ inroa Narional Park or 
knowingly pcrmitanydon~esticanimal to stray intoaNationa1 Park, or 
inlroduce any vegetation into a National Park, or remove from a 
National Park any fauna or Ilora. 

(B) N o  person shall, except witlr t l~e  written permiss io~~ o i  the 
Director (.H!, damage or destroy any wee or other vegetation in a 
Natin~ral Park. 

(9) Na u~rau~l~trrized person shall dcscruy or delace any object, 
wliethcr atli~natr or inanimate. itt a National Park. 



(10) No per5on shall rrect any b~lilrling or s~ructurr rv~tlli l~ a 
Nari~lnaI Park \ r i r t r ~ ) r ~ ~  rhc* writtell pcrrnissil~~l rd ilrc Director. 

(I I )  All attrhorirctl nfliccr may direct ~hc. oflender to rrlrrove any 
t,uildi~lg 01 Ir t i r lure  c ~ ~ r i e t l  irr cor~iravenrio~t o l  s t rb~vgt~la~ion (IO), or 
nlay Iji~nac.lf causr In I)r rcmoved any building or structure, withntrt 
rompcrtsalion bcirlg payablc. 

(12) No pprsun shall operare any radio or elrctronic equipment for 
the reprntlnriion of soilrid, or use any mechanical device which rreares 
~loise(other thanamoror vehicle), which is likely t n d i s t t ~ r b ~ h e p e a ~ c I ~ I  
cnjoyrneni olnthtbr visitcrrs or ilie bird andanimal lift within a Narional 
Park. 

(IS) Any person wlrorontravtnesany provisionoithisregt~lario~r, or 
lails to comply withany direclion given urrders~~bregrrlation ( l  l ) ,  shall 
beguilty oIalr olfencealrd liablc toa fincof P500and to imprisonmeli~ 
for six nlonths. 

10. ( 1 )  No person shall, wirhour the written permission of an 
arrthorized olficer, remain in a National Park at night unless he is in a 
desigr~arcd ramping site or Iodgc and in possession ol  a valid camping 
j x r n ~ i ~  

(2) Arry person who. ~vithout reasonable excuse. fails to comply wilt1 
the provisions ol  subregula~ion ( I )  shall be guilty nl an offence and 
liablc to a lirlr o[ P400 a11d to imprisonment Ior Lour months. 
11.  ( I )  No ~lnauthorized person shall intcrfcre in any way within, or 
fccd or p~ovide food for. any animal in a Narional Park. 

12) Any person who contravenes any provision of this regulaiion 
shall be guilty of an offence artd liallle to a fine ol P400 and to 
imprisonmettt for four months. 

12. (1 ) Subject to the pr~visionsof subregula~ion(2). no personother 
rlran an antho~ized ollicer shall rilnvcy into. or be in posst.ssior~ 01. 
within a National Park any arms, ammunition, explosive, trap or 
poison or any other weapon capable of use in the killing. maiming or 
caprure of any animal. 

(2 )  A n  Acrthorized oflicer may etidorsc on  a permit aurhnrity to 
intmdurc i~ r to  a Na~ional  Park arms anct ammu~lition: 

Provided that I~i.lore any arms arc .so in~rodilrtil an auritcrrireil 
oflirr*r stiatl a ~ ~ a c h  a seal lo illem or rlleir cilntain~r in .st~[.h il 11aan1ir~r 
 hat ~ h o  arms rannor be loaded or 01e cori~ainer opened wirllo~rt 
breaking (he seal. 

(3)  Where arms a r r  in~roduced inrn a Na~ional Park in rernls of 
subrrgulariot~ (2)  and rhc seal a11ac11rd 111ereto is broken. ~ h c  prrson in 
lmss5~ssion of the arms shall, before 01 irnrnediately after Icaeing a 
National Park, deliver the arms ro an aurhorized officer and rcpnri to 
him (lie circumslances undcr which (he st*al was brakcn. 

(4) Any pcrson rrmho contravenes any provisinn olsubregularionr (I ) 
or (S) s t~al l  be gliilty of an  oflrnce and liable to a line of P500 and to 
imprisclnmenl [or six months. 

PAR?' V1 M~sc~l loneoiu  

IS. (I ) Arly prrstrn who - c:l.lll.lll 

( a )  clrnrravrnrs or atlempls to rorrtravrtrr ally or 1 l t r n  provlairms ( 1 1  PQ*lcr>nl 

(hest Rcgulacions ur any tr~lier law; frr a u ~ h r t ~  lrrd 
r ~ l l ~ c n \  . .. 

(6)  bphavrs in such a tnanner as io rlcatc nrcausv a nrlrsarrrtpo~ arla 
i r ~  any way drtrimental ro the interest ol a Natic~nal Park, 

shalt comply with any reasnriablc direction. including a direcriotl tu 
leave a Game Reaervc. as may he givw by a11 atlkl10ri7fd ollicer. 
[2) Any authorized oilicer rnay refrksr to issue a permit to enter thr 

National Park toany personor groupolprrsotls. whom Ile has reason to 
believe may not or has nor complicd with ilicsc Krgulatirnrs, or roraary 
othcr f i ~  and propcr reason tor thcefi~ctivc runningol a Nittiolral Park. 

(3). Any person who is ordered ro leave a National Park urrdrr 
subregulation (1 )shall not beenritted toany rrfundof [ccs paid in terms 
of these Regulations. 

( 4 )  Any pcrson who fails to rnrnply with any direction given ~o him 
t~ndvr the provisions of .itrbrcgulatir>~l ( l )  shall bi- guilty 111 alr nllrncr 
allcl liable to a fine of P500 and to i rnpr ison~nrn~ (or six ~llonttls. 

(5) Any person who is aggrieved by the ref~rsal of an auihorirrd 
officer to issur him with a pe rmi~  to emer a National Park, or rvho has 
been directed to leave a Natiorral Park undcr subrcgr~la~ion (11, rnay 
appcal in wriling against such decision or direction to   he Director. 
whuse drcision in the mallcr shall be final. 

14. Thc  following cnaccmenis are Irerrby revoked - RVV,,~ , ~ ~ I < u L  

ln) Ctrobc Narional Park Regi~la~iorrs, 1987; 5.1. 37. 19H7 

(6) Nxai Pan National Park Regulations: h 1.16. 1977 

(c)  C l i n k  Narional Park (Kachikau-Kasanc) Road Regl~larions. 5 1 91. l!17l 



SCHEDULE 

FEES 

I .  Fccs pay~b lc  on entry: 

( i )  Privalely organized tours - 

Citizen Rcsidcn! Non Rcsidtnt 
P P P 

(a) Persons of 16 years of age or over 2.00 10,00 50,OO 
per day per day per day 

( b )  Children kiwcen the ages of 8 and I5 
inclusive 1,OO 5,OO 25,M 

per day P- day per day 

(c) Children of 7 ycars and below Frre Free Free 

( i i )  Tours through Botswana registered, 
based and licensed tour operators and 
established Icdge and hotels - 

(a)  Persons of 16 years of age or over 2,00 lO,W 30.00 
per day per day perday 

( b )  Children between the ages a[ 8 and 15 
years inclusive 1.00 2.00 5,m 

per day per day per day 

(c) Children o l  7 years and below Free Free Free 

2. Camping Fccs: 

( i)  Privately organized tours - 
(a) Persons of 16 years ol  age or over 5,130 IO,W 20.00 

per night per night per nigh1 

( b )  Children between the ages of 8 and 15 
years inclusive I,? 2.00 10.00 

per n ~ g h t  per night per night 

[ c )  Children of 7 years and below Free Free Free 

(ii) Tours through Botswana registered, 
based and licenced operalors, and 
esrablished lodges and ho~els - 

(a) Persons ol  16 years or age or over 1.00 5.00 10.00 
per riighj per nigh1 per night 

(b )  Childre13 between the ages of 8 and 15 
years inclr~sive 50 2,OO 5.00 

per night per night per nigh1 

(C) Children o[ l years and below Free Frcr 1:rcc 

3. Fishing Permit 
1 .OO 5.00 10.w 

per day per day per day 

4. Vel~icle Entruncr Fee: 

(U) Bolswana registered 2.00 
per day 

(h) Forcin regirrrrrd 10.00 
I pcr dav 

(21 Vehicle entrance Le paid by at] opcrator 
based in National Park PS00 per annrrm in respcc~ 

01 that Narional Park allly. 

( d )  Exccss vehicle weight Ire lorevery 450 kg 
or par1 thereof in excess or 3.500 kg 
unladen weight 

P250 pcr d a y  

5. Boat entrance fee: 

(a) All boats otlrer I I I ~ I I  canoes or dugouts 5-00 
per day 

( 4 )  Al l  huat.;, other tl>al> canoes tn duguula, 
usrd by an rlperatnr basrcl in a Narion;11 
Palk. P150,00 per :lnnuln ill 

rcsprr~ ot I I I ~ I  Na~ional 
,Park only 

(C) Canoes or dugouts Free 

Locally registrred P2.00 per day 
Foreign registered P10.00 per day 

MADE this 141h day o[ Dcccmber, 1988. 

M.P.K.  NWAKO. 

L217i146 
Mini.rfer o( Cummerce nnd I 7 1 d u s l ~ .  


