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PROCLAMATION NO. 12011998 
A PROCLAMATION 1X) PROVIDE FOR THE 
ESTABLISHMENT OF THE INSTITUTE OF 

BIODIVERSITY CONBERVATION AND 
RESEARCH 

WHEREAS, its varied geographic and climatic con- 
ditions has endowed Ethiopia wlth a wlde range of Btodlver- 
sity and lt is one of the few reg~ons of the world having 
b~olog~cal potential; 

WHEREAS, these biological resources which include 
plants, animals and m~croorganisms, have immense con- 
tribution to the development rf the country's agriculture, 
Industry and health sectors as well as to various other 
development endeavours; 

WHEREAS, climatic change, frequent occurrence of 
drought, desertification, popula 'on growth that does not keep 
pace with development and imp 1 ementabon of industrial and 
agricultural technologies which do not take conservation of 
biodiversity into consideration aontribute to the irreversible 
loss of the biological resources and thls situation has become 
an increasing concern; 

WHEREAS, explomg, collecbng, conserving and 
utilizing the blodiversity of the ceountry is one of the prlorlty 
areas whlch are necessary for sustainable development 
actlvlt~es; 
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WHEREAS, in line with protecting its sovereign rights 
over its biodiversity at international level and the potential 
contributions of this resource to the welfare of the Ethiop~an 
people and the people of the world as a whole, Ethiopia has 
agreed to respect various internahonal conventions in con- 
serving and properly utilizing its biological resources; 

WHEREAS, it has become necessary to establish an 
institute which is responsible for undertaking, directing &d 

coordlpating biodiversity conservation, research and proper 
utilization endeavours at national level; 

NOW, THEREFORE, in accordance with Article 55(1) 

of the Constitution of the Federal Democratis Republlc of 
Ethiopia, it is hereby proclaimed as follows: 

1. Short Title 
This Proclamation may be cited as the "Institute of 
Biodiversity Conservation and Research Establishment 

Proclamation No, 12011998," 
2. 

In this Proclamation unless the context requires 

otherwise: 

1) "Biodiversity" means the variability among living 
organisms, including plants, animals and microor- 
ganisms, and the ecological complexes of which 
they are part and this includes diversity wlthin 
species (genes), between species and ecosystems; 

2) "Ecosystem" means a natural system in whlch 
living and non-living things are found interacting 
with each other in a dynamic process; 

3) "Gene" means a chemical composition found in all 
living things, that transmits all inherited characteris- 
tics; 

4) "In situ conservation" means conserving plant, 
animal and microbial genetic resources in their 

natural habitats, 

5 )  "Ex situ conservation" means conserving plant, 

animal and microbial geneQC resources out side their 
natural habitats; 

6)  "person" means any natural or juridical person. 

3. Establishment 
1) The Institute of Biodiversity Conservation and 

Research (hereinafter "the Institute") is hereby 
established as an autonomous body of the Federal 

Government having its own juridicpl personality. 

2) The Institute shall be accountable to the Ethiopian 
Agricultural Research Organization. 
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develop a national zoological museum and national 
herbarium for animal and plant specimens to 
provide researchers and other utilizers with the 
necessary reference materials; 
devise and conduct research which will enable to 
assess and determine the diversity and distribution 
of the country's biological resources, to use ap- 
propriate conservation and improvement methods, 
and to enrich and sustainably use these resources; 
conduct research on ecosystems; assess the level 
and distribution of the country's biological resour- 
ces in these ecosystems and identify processes that 
promote or threaten their existence; formulate and 
propose policy ideas to concerned authorities 
which enable to promote the healthy processes and 
control the threatening ones; 
encourage and support public participation in the 
conservation, development and use of biological 
resources; 
study traditional knowledge on conservation, 
utilization and improvement of biological resour- 
ces and integrate the knowledge with scientific 
approaches for further development; 
develop regional and international cooperation in 
biodiversity consrvation and research activities; 
based on international agreements and national 
legislation take appropriate action to maintain the 
sovereign rights of the country over its biodiversity ; 
design strategies and develop information network 
system to collect, document and utilize informahon 
on the country's biodiversity; 
in cooperation with appropriate institutions acquire 
sufficient trained human resources and build 
capacity for biodiversty conservation and research 
and develop the use of biotechnology to further 
utilize these biological resources; 
create awareness among the public on biodiversity 
conservation, development and utilization by 
closely working wlth mass media and educational 
establishments; 
provide consultancy services with respect to 
biodiveristy conservation and utilization; 
give permit to those who need to collect, dispatch, 
import or export any biological specimen/sample; 
detemune and collect commensurate fees for 
services it renders; 
own property, enter into contracts, sue and be sued 
in its own name; 
perform such other duties as are conducive to the 
attainment of its objectives. 
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7. Organization of the Institute 
The InsJitute shall have: 
l) a General Manager; 
2) a Deputy General Manager; and 
3) the necessary staff. 

8. The Ethiopian Agricultural Research Organization 
Board 
The Ethiopian Agricultural Research Organization 
Board shall, without prejudice to the powers and duties 
entrusted to it under Proclamation No. 7911997, have 
with respectto biodiversity conservation and research the 
following powers and duties to: 
1) oversee the proper implementation and execution of 

the objectives, and the powers and duties'of the 
Institute provided in this prc-lamation; ' 

2) review and submit to the Government Policy and 
legislative proposals initiated by the Institute; 

3) evaluate and approve the Institute's programmes on 
biodiversity conservation and research and ensure 
their implementation; 

4) cause the study and implementation of an ap- 
propriate organizational s t~c twe ,  management sys- 

tem and administrative regulations for the effective 
discharge of the Institute's responsibilities; 

5) approve nomination of the Deputy General Manager 
of the Institute and other personnel accountable to 
the General Manager; 

6) approve reports submitted by the General Manager 
of the Institute; 

1) deliberate and make appropriate decisions on other 
issues essential for the fulfilment of the objectives of 
the Institute. 

9. General Manager of the Institute 
1) The General Manager: shall be appointed by the 

Government upon the yommendation of the Board. 
2) The General Manager shall be the chief executive 

officer of the Institute. and shall, subject to the 
general directives of the Board, and through the 
Board from the Ethiopian Agricultural Research 
Organization, direct and administer the activities of 
the Institute. 

3) Without limiting the generality of sub-Article (2) of 
this Article, the General Manager shall: 
(a) exercise the powers and duties of the Institute 

specified under Article 6 of this Proclamation; 
(b) employ and administer personnel in accordance 

with the regulations enacted for the Ethiopian 
Agricultural Research Organization, which the 
Institute is accountable to, and other ap- 
propriate laws; 

(C) prepare the work programme and budget of the 
Institute and implement same upon approval; 
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(d) effect expenditure in accordance with the bud- 
get and work programme approved for the 
Institute; 

(e) represent the Institute in alls its dealings with 
third parties; and 

(f) prepare and submit, through the Director 
General of the Ethiopian Agricultural Research 
Organization, to the Board the annual reports of 
the Institute. 

4) The General Manager may delegate part of his 
powers and duties to the Deputy General Manager 
and to other officials and employees of the Institute 
to the extent necessary for the efficient performance 
of the activities of the Institute. 

10. Budget 
1) The budget of the Institute shall be drawn from the 

following sources: 
(a) budget and subsidy allocated by the Govern- 

ment; 
(b) income of the Institute; and 
(C) any other source. 

2) The income obtained from the sourcesreferred to in 
sub-Article (1) of this Article shall be kept in the 
Ethiopian National Bank or in a bank designated by 
the National Bank and shall be utilized, in accor- 
dance with the financial law of the government, to 
achieve the objectives of the Institute. 

1 1. Books of Accounts 
l) The Institute shall keep complete and accurate 

books of accounts. 

2) The books of accounts of the Institute shall be 
audited annually by the Auditor General or by an 
auditor designated by him. 

12. Requirement of Permit 
Any person that needs to collect, dispatch, import or 
export any biological specimedsample shall secure 
permission from the Institute. 

13. Penalty 
Any person who collects, dispatchs, exports or imports 
any biological specimedsample without permit from 
the Institute shall be punished with five to ten years of 
imprisonment and from fifteen to twenty thousand birr 
fine. 

14. Duty to Cooperate 
Any person, instistute or organization shall have the 
duty to cooperate with the Institute in the implemen- 
tation of this Proclamation. 

15. Transfer of Rights and Obligations 
The rights and obligations of the former Plant Genetic 
Resources Centre and the Wildlife Conservation and 
Development Organization are hereby transferred to the 
Institute. 
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1%. +&WZ?+ I'IAT~~PQ-+, l 16. Inapplicable Laws 
hl~" P+J.L~ m7 01'" hq~z NO "LW shall, insofar as it is inconsistent with this 

11.E~Ahl: 7 . 5 ~ 3  4s *&%%F+ h&CLd).YO 8: Proclamation, be applicable with respect to qatters 
B. ATL rwcn* zlr I provided for in this Proclamation. 

hlpE hnS 1% +9 I@f'j 4-P- ZPl: ?W SlPqh 18 17. Effctive Date 

( This Proclaniation shall come into force as of the 25Ih I day of June, 1998. 

%/C 590 U S  
fh.?.Pk# &%L.rlO 4 P h 6 . h P O  LT4A.h 

,r&1i.4?F 

Done at Addis Ababa, this 25" day of June, 1998. 

NEGASO GIDAaA (DR.) 
PRESIDENT OF THE FEDERAL DEMDOCRATIC 

REPUBLIC OF ETHIOPIA 


