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PROCLAMATION NO. 20612000 
SEED PROCLAMATION 

WHEREAS, Ethiopia, within its tenitory of vast land 
mass, and a microcosm, is endowed with a variety of agro- 
ecological zones which made possible for a great diversity of 
crop species to originate, or, least, to grow and perform as 
nicely as they do in their home areas, and crop production has 
been and will certainly continue to be the backbone of the 
cou by's economy and the livelihood of the great majority of 
the.&thiopian population; 

WHEREAS, one of the most effective means of 
achieving increased crop production is enabling farmers to 
use high quality seed particularly of improved crop varieties 
and making such seeds available as smoothly, effectively and 
quickly as possible; 

WHEREAS, realizing the need for creating conducive 
conditions for the distribution to the farmers and the wide 
utilization of quality seed; and the need for creating a legal 
framework for the protection and control of the interests of 
users, originators, processors, wholesalers, and retailers of 
plant seeds; 

WHEREAS, it has been necessary to designate govern- 
mental bodies which support, advise and control individuals1 
organizations engaged in production, processing, import, 
export, sale and distiibution of quality seeds; 

NOW, THEREFORE, in accordance with Article 55(1) 
of the Constitution of the Federal Democratic Republic of 
Ethiopia, it is hereby proclaimed as follows: 

PART ONE 
- . . . -. 

I. Short Titk 
This Reclamation may be cited as the "Seed 
Proclamation No. 20612000" 



this Proclamation, unless the context requires 
erwise ; 

"Board" means the Board of the National Seed 
industry Agency; 
"Agency" means the National Seed Industry 
Agency; 
"Variety" means sub-division of any kind of plant 
species that can be clearly differentiated from other 
varieties of that kind by heritabIe characters; and 
that remain stable when reproduced sexually or 
asexoally. 
"Seed" means true seed, hulbs, tubers, cuttings, 
nursery plants of field and garden crops or any othei- 
plant material used for the propagation of plants; 
"Prescribed Seed" means any seed to which the 
provisions of this Proclamation are applicable and 
which itre designated as such by directives to he 
issued by the Agency; 
"Certified Seed" means a. seed produced in 
Ethiopia or imported seed which has been certified, 
by the Agency or other body delegated by the 
Agency, for conforming to the standards established 
and which is intended fbr planting; 
"Release Committee" means the National Variety 
Release Committee; 
"Person" means any natural or juridical person; 
"Seed Data Base" means the Seed Data Base of the 
National Seed Industry Agency; 
"Ethiopian Seed Standards" means national seed 
standards issued by the Quality and Standards 
Authority of Ethiopia; 
"Quality" means the planting va!ue of the pres- 
cribed seed; 
"Objectionable Weed Seeds" means seeds o f  a 
specific variety of weed species identified pursuant 
to the provisions of this Proclamation 
"Lebel" means any legend, symbol or design 
applied or attached to package of any seed or which 
goestwith the seed and indicates the quality and 
quantity of seed; 
"Seed Processing Plant" means any premises 
which has adequate facilities for seed processing 
(drying, cleaning, grading, treating, bagging ilnd 
labeling, as required) and storage. 
"Restricted Seed" means seed prohibited from 
being imported into Ethiopia or exported from 
Ethiopia or seed put under restriction; 
"Sub-Standard Seed" means any seed which does 
not conform to the quality requirements of' the 
Ethiopian Seed Standards; 
"Seed Producer" means a person who produces 
seed; 
"Seed processor" means a person who dries, 
cleans, grades, treats, bags and labels seed as 
required by using seed processing tnachines; 
"Inspector" means a person authorized by the 
Agency to inspect seed for conformity to Ethiopian 
Seed Standards and requirements by visiting seed 
production, processing and storage premise as well 
seed as wholesale and retail shops. 



3. Scope of  Application 

I )  This Proclamation shall apply to any prescribed 
seed specified by the Agency. 

2) Without prejudice to Sub-Article ( I )  of this Article, 
the Provisions of this Proclamation shall not apply 
to a seed produced by a farmer. and sold directly to 
another farmer; However; this Proclmation shall 
apply on any producer or farmer, processor, dis- 
tributor and retailor who advertised seed to engage 
in a sale of seeds. 

3 )  Unless the seed is used for planting purpose, the 
provisions of this Proclamation shall not apply to 
seeds of plants intended for other purposes. 

4. Appra val, Naming, and Regisrri7tion of Varielies 
- Without prejudice to the provisions of this Proclamation, 

a new variety of any plant species shall be approved, 
named and registered only whensuch a variety conforms 
to the terms and conditions prescribed and to be 
prescribed by the Release Committee. 

PART TWO 
Competence Assurance Cel-iificate 

5. The Necessity of Competence Assuiance Cerfifi'cafe 

Any person, shall in order to engage in  seed production, 
proceqsing, import, export, wholesale and retail 
ope@iion possess a competence assurance certificate of 
t h e ' ~ ~ e n c ~ .  

6. Conditions Enabling to Engage in the Seed Business 

I) Any person, in order to engage in seed production, 
processing, import, export wholesale and retail 
operation, shall obtain competence assurance cer- 
tificate from the Agency by fulfilli~~g the 
requirements issued by the Agency: 

2) Without prejudice to Sub-Article ( I )  of this Article a 
person who required competence assurance cer- 
tificate shall have: 
(a) qualified professional personnel who are direc- 

tly engage in production, the necessary farm 
equipment, land and shall be able to carry out 
internal quality control, where he is a seed 
producer. 

(b) qualified professional personnel, who are 
directly engaged in the seed processing, have 
the necessary equipment for cleaning, grading, 
treating, bagging the labeling, and appropriate 
stores for seed storage, where he is a seed 
processor. 

(c) personnel who have basic knowledge of seed 
and an appropriate storage, where he is a seed 
exporter, importer, wholesaler or retailer. 

7.  Application for Competence Assurance Certificate 
I )  An application to obtain competence assurance 

certificate in accordance with Article 6 of this 
Proclamation shall be submitted to the Agency by 
duly filling and signing in the form prepared by the 
Agency for each field of activity. 

2) Without prejudice to Sub-Article ( 1 )  of this Article, a 
person who applies for competence assurance cer- 
tificate, shall submit to the Agency by filling and 
signing in the form prepared for such purpose 
indicating; 



(a) the qualification and capacity of personnel who 
are directIy engaged in seed production, and 
whether, a laboratory has been established or a 
contractual agreement has been made with seed 
quality control laboratory delegated by the 
Agency to conduct seed quality test, where he is 
a seed producer; 

(b) the quaIification and capacity of personnel, 
availability of suitable ,seed processing plant 
cleaning and bagging machine, and appropriate 
seed stores where he is a seed processor; 

(c) the qualification and capacity of personnel and 
the availability of proper seed store where he is 
a seed exporter, importer, wholesaler or retailer; 

3. For the purpose of appropriate decision on an 
application for issuance of the competence as- 
surance certificate to a producer, processor, impor- 
ter, expoiter, wholesaler and retailer of a prescribed 
seed, the Agency or the body delegated by i t  shall 
inspect the production area, processing plant, store 
and wholesale and retail sales shops which the 
applicant proposes to use in and about his business. 

8. Conditions For Refusal of Certificate of Competence 
Assurance 
The Agency shall not grant competence assurance 
certificate to a person for the following reasons; 

I )  where the previous certificate of competence as- 
surance has been cancelled and the period between 
cancellation and request is less than one year; 

2) where, before the issuance of this proclamation, the 
appIicant has been convicted of an offense under 
other laws concerned with seed production, proces- 
sing, marketing and distribution, and has not served 
the penalty; 

3) where the applicant does not fulfil1 the provisions of 
Article (6) of this Proclamation; and 

4) where the applicant has been convicted and hasn't 
served the penalty of, an offense under this 
Proclamation and directives to be issued there 
under. 

9. Obtaining RepIacemenr Certificate of  Competence 
Assurance 
I )  Any person whose certificate of competence 

assurance is lost or destroyed may, upon an 
application to the Agency in writing, obtain 
repIacement of such certificate. 

2) Any person, whose certificate of competence 
assurance is destroyed, should return the des- 
troyed certificate to the Agency when applying 
for a replacement. 

3) The Agency shaIl issue a replacement cer- 
tificate to a person whose certificate of com- 
petence assurance is lost, as provided for in 
Sub-Article /l/ of this Article, within one 
month after the request for replacement is 
publicized in a newspaper, by the Agency, at 
the applicant's expense and, provided that no 
objection arises and service charge is paid 
thereto. 

1 0. Period of Validity of Competence Assurance 
I Certificate 
1 A certificate of competence assurance issued 
I under this Proclamation shall be valid for a period 

of three years. 



I I .  Renewal of Competence Assurance Certificate 

l )  Every holder of a certificate of competence as- 
surance, desiring to renew the certificate, shall 
make an application to the Agency in accordance 
with the form designed for this purpose, within one 
month before the date of expiry of the said 
certificate. 

2)  On receipt of an appiication forrenewa1 the Agency 
shall, evaluate the performance of the applicant and 
other relevant circumstances, and by charging 
service fee renew the certificate of competence 
assurance within 15 days period. 

12. Cancellation and Suspension of Certificate of' Co~n- 
petence Assurance 

1) The Agency may cancel a certificate of competence 
assurance on any of the foliowing grounds; 

(a) where the certificate has been obtained by 
fraud, false documents or misrepresentation as 
to material particulars; 

(b) where the certificate has been transferred to 
any other person without prior permission of 
the Agency; 

(c) where the certificate has not been renewed 
pursuant to the provisions of Article 1 l of this 
Proclamation; 

(d) where the hoIder of the certificate of com- 
petence assurance has been found selling sub- 
standard seed; 

(e) where the license for seed business has been 
cancelled; - 

2) The Agency may suspend or cancel the certificate if 
the owner of the certificate has been found using it 
for other purposes than the terms and conditions it 
has been issued for. 

3) The Agency after having cancelled the certificate of 
competence assurances shall notify, same in  
writing to the licensing Authority to cancel hislher 
seed business license; 

13. Keeping and makmg A vailable Records 
Any owner of Competence Assurance Certificate as 
producer, processor, importer, exporter, distributor and 
retailer shall: 

1) record and keep particulars of each field, seed 
produced, seed processed, seed imported and ex- 
ported, and seed distributed and retailed; 

2) keep records and seed samples on which analysis 
have been made keeping. The period for keeping 
seed samples on which analysis have been made 
should be one year; keeping samples may also be 
for more years, as the case may require. 

I )  transmit to the Agency such records kept as 
provided under Sub-Artides (l) and (2) hereof and 
submit same for inspection where requested by the 
Inspector. 

PART THREE 
Production Processing, Marketing 

and Quality Control 

14. Seed ProducDbn, Processing and Marketing 
Any seed produced and processed locally, or imported 
or to be expofled, or b be sold and distributed in  the 
country shall be a variety registred by the Agency and 
shall conform to the requirements and seed standards of 
Ethiopia. 



15. Quality Control 
l )  Any prescribed seed shall conform to the 

requirements of the appropriate Ethiopian Seed 
Standards and such conformity shall be ascertained 
by the Agency. 

2) The inspector shall, pursuant to Sub-Article ( l )  of 
this Article, appear at production, processing, 
storage, wholesale and retail sites of a prescribed 
seed and inspect conformity to the designated 
Ethiopian Standards. He shall also advise the owner 
of a seed, as may be necessary, to take corrective 
measures towards improving his seed's standards. 
The owner of the seed must, pursuant to the advice, 
make the necessary improvement. 

3) Where any prescribed seed has been improved 
pursuant to Sub-Article (2) of this Article, the 
owner may request the seed-inspector to send his 
seed sample to a seed-testing center for further lest. 
The seed inspector shall notify the owner of the 
seed, within 15 days starting from the date of 
receipt of the sample by the seed testing center, the 
conformity of the prescribed seed to the Ethiopian 
Seed Standard provided the seed does not require 
special test. Until such time, the owner cannot offer 
the prescribed seed for sale. 

4) Where repeated testing of such a seed as prescribed 
in Sub-Article (3) of this Article is made, the owner 
shall pay such fees as may be prescribed for each 
test. 

5 )  The Agency may, at any time, take seed samples 
from stores, wholesale and retail shops and conduct 
laboratory tests to check whether the sample 
conforms to the particulars indicated on labels and 
take legal measures whenever lower test results are 

observed. 

1 6. La beling 
Without prejudice to the provisions of this 
Proclamation, any registered seed seller who sells any 
prescribed seed which has been tested in accordance 
with Article 15 and found complying with the 
provisions of Article 17 has the obligation to cause the 
printing or stamping with an indelible ink upon such 
container or upon a specified lable attached thereto and 
enclosed therein the following particulars in accordance 
with the directives: 
(a) the name of the producer and its emblem; 
(b) the words "Certified Seed Local" or "Certified 

Seed Imported" as the case may be; 
(c) year of prduction and the date on and year within 

which the prescribed seed was tested; 
(d) type of crop and name of the variety; and 
(e) other particulars specifying the seed quality. 

17. Control of Sale of Seed 
1. No person shall sell any prescribed seed unless he 

has a seed seller's competence assurance certificate 
issued in  accordance with the terms and conditions 
specified in the competence assurance certificate. 



Any person may sell, keep for sale, offer for sale, 
exchange in kind or supply through other means a 
prescribed seed only where: 
(a) such seed is identifiable to its kind and 

variety; 
(b) a sample of the seed drawn pursuant to the 

provisions of this proclamation has heen 
tested at an oftlciat seed tesling station and 
found to be in conformity with the Ethiopian 
Seed Standards; 

(c) its content is clearly indicated on the lnhel as 
prescribed under Article 16; and 

(d) the prescribed seed offered for sale is in a 
sealed container. 

Seed Certification 
Without prejudice to the provisions of' this 
Proclamation, seed shail be certified by the Agency or 
other delegated body: 
I .  in the case of seed produced in Ethiopia, that it is a 

Certified Seed Local; or 
2. in the case of foreign seed, that it is a Certified Seed 

Imported. 

Recognition of'Cerfification Agencies of'Foreign Cortn- 
tries 
The Agency may, for the implementation of this 
proclamation, recognize any co~npetent certification 
a-ehcies established in any foreign country to certify P seed in conformity with the requirements nl' the 

"thiopian Seed Standards. 

Issuance of  Certificate 
I )  A person who produces, sells, lteeps for sale, offers 

for sale, exchanges in kind or supplies through 
other means any prescribed seed, shall: 
(a) apply to the Agency for the issuance of' ;I 

certificate if he is producing a crop/crops 
registered under compulsory certification. 

(b) present the prescribed fee together with his 
application to be submitted in accordance 
with Sub-Article ( 1 )  (a) of this Article. 

2) Issuance of certificate shall be carried out in the 
following manner: 
(a) Regarding the prescribed seed produced in 

Ethiopia, an applicant shall show to the 
Agency that his seed: 

1) is of a registered variety in the current 
Variety Register; 

2)  is of a known certification class; 
3) has been produced by a holder of Com- 

petence Assurance Certificate; 
4) has been produced in accordance W irh the 

standard seed production procedures; 
5 )  has been inspected during production 

process, and 
6)  has been tested in accordance with the 

provisions of this Proclamation and 
found to be in conformity with the 
Ethiopian prescribed Seed Standards. 

(b) Regarding the prescribed seed imported into 
Ethiopia, an applicant shall show to the 
Agency that-his seed: 
l) is imported into Ethiopia by a holder of 

Competence Assurance Certificate of a 
seed importer; 

2) is tested in accordance with the 
provisions of Articles 14,15 and 16 of this 
Proclamation; 



j clll.:l'::',h.*). X'; Ill;- Il,rn"llt-1- Uql: U 4  
tmlrr(,:l- ?,fr~;I*y ll7'Z .q[::f.+ ppoofitj 
(.A-I-llt: -I-.tln.. Y-1-Lp~m A.1r7: 

! i .  tllLu ZIT:C: fmrr'l'.-l- Y - I . ~ J T ' I ~ L ~ - ' I -  IIC 
Yt7.ffnd~1*il:l,'3 Ph.?-Y.A'.("Z PllC .<L% 
1ltWlA'l' (l).(:!"' .&h-A l ln lY7 P.I-@L*I' 
rm{r).'$ : 

g. IIO~T'I- L,L:~.I:-z j~j.11 vm1-9..577. FAG. 
'},l:*$ tf97~.l:-f.;f~'l .vy1.4 n1r3.3: 

5. r l i r v  h'l':r: h'tW q v.i-~'.a:'r'~-1m-7 , ~ ~ - i l  
tn' [r$.'j : 
11tflAih:Ii fih.:P:ji'l,flld P4,PA:: 

A) x,:p:7n.(ll. I I I L V  h?+% 7 o . h  h7+% (g) (v )  
hr; (A) hi: P-I.~JL~I<.-~. V+:J.PT- I lhrA.  
o4,:J- rfndy/.4:im;l:t1l-'j hd.Wm ll:",4 []mfi)m 
rr.%:Jm XC Il kll.'J;P:m- 6".:!Ja X7P.u.2:I-m 
"(',I.cf~~r~ll(.A;I. [I[: $ U ~ C  W ~ T "  m f i p  
L 4  l t.l-cfnu~lll.A.'l- tlr: rm-6P'' llwlA+ &.PL 
.-J **)'I' A:: 

cln) X.p:?Cl.fn. IIILV A'JcP7; 304 h?+% (g!  (U) 
(A) ~ i n t ~ ~ d +  q7Tm.p- c6pp@~8*h 

LA.1. IIC" 1Iu9fl:1. h!:Jlm 11:14 X'3BU- 
%:l-ti). v ~ " h f l [ :  rjrc,+l- Il.i.n)nSm- CP.CFP"F 
1r.3,:I. nhyhvd.;l- rir$%v,B" Ahhons~~ phqh:: 

3) is declared as "Certified Seed" by the 
Agency and by an organization recog- 
nized by the laws of the country of i ts 
origin; 

4) is produced, under conditions equ- <l 1 to or 
higher than the Ethiopian Seed Standards 
provided in this proclamation for the 
production and certification of Certified 
Seed. 

5) complies with the provisions of Plant 
Quarantine as provided in the Quarantine 
regulations; 

6) complies with the provisions of Article 4 
of this Proclamation. 

(c) The Agency may, having ascer taindd that the 
conditions enumerated under Suh-Articles 
(2) (a) and fb) of this Article have heen 
satisfactorily fulfilled, certify such seed as 
"Certified Seed Local" or "Certified Seed 
Imported", as the case may be, in such form 
and on such conditions as may be decided. 

(d) The Agency may, having certified any seed as 
Certified Seed on the tj'asis of Sub-Articles 
(2)(a) and (b) of this Artilce, issue to the 
producer or improter, as the case may he, a 
certificate in such form and on such cnn- 
ditions as may be decided. 

! I .  Revocation of Certificate 
1 ) The Agency may revoke the certificate issued under 

this Proclamation where: 
(3 the certificate issued under Article 20 is found 

Ion as to have been obtained by rnisrepresent9t' 
to essential conditions; or 

(b) the holder of the certificate has, without 
reasonable cause, failed to comply with the 
conditions under which the certificate has 
been issued or has violated any of the 
provisions of this Proclamation or directives 
to be issued pursuant to this Proclamation. 

2) The Agency, before revoking the certificate, shall 
give a written notification stating the reasons for 
revocation to the holder of a certificate; and shall 
give the necessary decision within a period of one 
month. 

Establishing Seed Testing Centres, Delegating rl~ose 
Established or to he Established and Appointing Seed 
Analysts. 

I) The Agency shall establish seed testing centres 
and may delegate those established or to he 
established testing centers. 

2) The Agency shall appoint Seed Analysts to 
perform seed testing in accordance with the terms 
and conditions as may be prescribed. 

23. Seed Testing 
l )  Any person who has proudced or acquired any 

prescribed seed which has not been tested for 
quality and intends to sell such seed shall, before 
selling, have the seed sample thereof tested hy a 
seed testing centre established or delegated by the 
Agency, or have it tested in his own laboratory in 
accordance with the provisions of this 
proclamation. 

2) A person who delivers seed samples for testing to a 
testing center other than his own laboratory shall 
prescribe the origin, the type of the seed and other 
particulars as may be determined by directives to 
be issued by the Agency. 
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3) Pursuant to Sub Article ( I )  of this Article; 
(a) A person who seeks the testing of a sarnplc of 

prescribed seed outside his own testing 
center, shall pay the prescribed fee to the 
center performing the test. 

(b) Upon receipt of any sample drawn at the seed 
testing center the official seed analyst shall 
analyze the sample in prescribed procedure 
and provide thq person who sought the test 
with the report 'thereof, the findings therein 
and such other particulars as may appear 
necessary for or relevant to the report. 

!4. Seed Inspect~on and Duties and ResponsiA1ifie.s of' 
Inspectors 

1 ) The Agency shall appoint a Seed Inspector for the 
implementation of this Prqclamation. 

2) The Agency shall issue to each seed inspector a 
certificate which shows his authority to inspect. 

3 )  A seed inspector shall produce his certificate of 
authority given to him pursuant to Sub-Article (2) 
of this Article, upon request of the person affected 
by the inspector in the course of exercising any of 
his powers given to him by the Agency. 

4) A Seed Inspector may take samples of any sced or 
plant for any of the following purposes: 
(a) to determine whether the seed is a prescribed 

seed; 
(b) to test a seed in order to determine [hat the 

prescribed seed conforms to the quality stnn- 
dards prescribed under this Proclamation; 

(c) for such other purposes as t.le may deem 
necessary in relation to the powers given to 
him by the Agency. 

5) A seed Inspector may, for the implementation of 
this Proclamation, at any reasonable time any l'icld, 
store, vehicle which carries seed and seed prgces- 
sing plant which he has reasonable cause to believe 
that it is being used in the business of prcscribcd 
seed in violation of this Proclamation and when he 
confirms that the Proclamation has been violated. 
may suspend the operation of such business. 

6 )  The inspector shall, pursuant to powers given ro 
him under sub-Article (5) of this Article: 
(a) give a written evidence to the person whose 

business is suspended. 
(b) report to the Agency the details of suspension 

to enabie the Agency to talce appropriate 
measures within 15 days; 

15. Import and Exporl of Seeds 

I) No person shall import into or export from Ethiopia 
for sale any prescribed seed unless he is a holder of 
competence assurance certificate and has obtained 
seed import or export permit from the Agency. 

2) any seed importer or exporter shall import into 
Ethiopia or export from Ethiopia any prescribed 
seed where: 
(a) such seed is not a restricted Seed; 
(b) such seed conforms to the Ethiopian Seed 

Standards and requirements; 



(c) such seed is labeled and packed in such a 
container which complies with the provisions 
of this Proclamation; 

(d) such seed complies with the provisions -c-# 
plant quarantine as provided in quarantine 
regulations; 

(e) such seed is obtained from avariety which was 
released, named and registered pursuant to 
Article 4 of this Proclamation; and 

(F) where the name of the variety appears in the 
Variety List of the country of its origin and it is 
shown on a delivery note or other documents. 

3) The Agnecy may exempt, the importation of a 
prescribed seed, from conditions stated in Suh-Ar- 
ticle 2(f) of this Article when it is not possible to 
receive a certificate from the country of its origin 
due to the urgency of the need to import the seeds, or 

. where seed is imported into Ethiopia for experimen- 
tal purposes or due to such other conditions as Inay 
be perscribed by the Agency. 

4) Research Organizations, both public and private. 
shall import or export varieties for research pur- 
poses only after obtaining permit from the Agency 
and when these satisfy meeting the requirements of 
the Piant Quarantine Regulations. 

5) Seeds which are genetically modified through 
genetic engineering, shall be improted only if the 
Agency receives assurances from the concerned 
body that these seeds or planting materials are in 
conformity with the laws issued regarding the 
importation of genetically modified plants and other 
pertinent directives. 

6) No person shall import and sell seed whose second 
generation seed cannot geminate or seed which has 
terminator gene technology. 

26. Selling of Low Genninahiliry Seed 

Without prejudice to the provisions of this 
Proclamation; any can sell, offer for sale, stock, 
exhibit for sale or distribute any locally produced seed 
which is pure (physically and genetically) hut  the 
germination percentage of which is lower by 10% than 
the Ethiopian Seed Standard, subject to the conditions 
that: 
1 ) there is an acute shortage of seed in the country; and 
2) prior authorization of the Agency is obtained to sell 

the said seed. 

27. Disposal of Poor Quality (MO W standard) Seed 

Any seed shall be disposed in accordance with direc- 
tives to be issued by the Agency, where it is ascertained 
that the seed does not fulfil1 the Ethiopian Quality 
Standard. 

28. Licensing 

The licensing body, upon receipt of application for a 
license in seed production processing, wholesaling and 
retailing, shall ascertain that the applicant has obtained a 
competence assurance certificate from the Agency. 



PART FOUR 
The Role of the Agency 

29. Dirties and Responsibilities of the Release Co~n~nittee 
Without prejudice to the pr.ovisions of this 
Proclamation, new variety of any plant is evaluated and 
released by the National Variety Release Committee 
(NVRC), composed of members assigned from ap- 
propriate bodies. 

30. Duties and Responsibilities of tile Agency 
Without prejudice to the powers and duties vested on it 
under its establishment Proclamation, the Agency: 

I )  shall decide the type of varieties to be irnproted or 
locally produced; 

2) shall prepare and issue the annual variety register, 
follow up and make sure that the register is 
received by users; 

3) shall issue, renew, suspend, and cancel com- 
petence assurance certificate in matters related to 
production, processing, import and export, 
wholesale and retail of seed; 

4) may establish seed testing centers for conducting 
tests on prescribed seed and may delegate those 
established or to be established centers; 

5)  shall perform seed testing by itself in accordance 
with the provisions of this Proclamation and 
appoint seed analysts; 

6) may take at any time sample for analysis from any 
place of seed production, processing and from 
seeds ready for sale; 

7) shall by establishing a team for inspection assign 
inspectors; establish, organize and administer 
laboratories, and carry out seed quality testing and 
control activities to enforce this Proclamation; 

8) shall issue a certificate of authority to each 
assigned seed inspector that ascertain he is an 
inspectot of the agency; 

9) shall issue a seed quality assurance certificate to 
any person who, possesses a competence as- 
surance certificate, is engaged in seed business and 
who desires to have certificate for the said seed and 
applies for it after assuring that such seed fulfiils 
the Agency's prescribed ceriteria; 

10) shall revoke the certificate issued under Sub-Ar- 
tick (9) of this Article, if the certificate issued has 
been obtained by misrepresentation as to the 
essential conditions or if the holder of the cer- 
tificate has failed to comply with conditions under 
which the certificate has been issued 01. has 
violated any of the directives issued in accordance 
with this Proclamation; 

I l )  may recognize any seed certification agencies 
established in any foreign country; 

12) may delegate its power and decide the conditions 
upon which the delegation to be exercised for the 
implementation of this Proclamation; 

13) shall give import or export permits for seeds to be 
imported or exported for research and production 
purposes. 

3 1. Duties and Responsibiiities of the Inspector 
The inspector shall be assigned by the Agency and shall 
have the duties and responsibilities specified under 
Article 24 of this Proclamation. 



PART FIVE 
Miscellaneous Provisions 

32. Duty to CO-uperale 
Any concerned person, if so required by the inspector, 
shall be bound to afford all necessary support in order to 
enabIe him to exercise his duties under this 
Proclamation. 

33. Appeal 

I )  Any person aggrieved by measures taken pursuant 
to this Proclamation may appeal to an appropriute 
regular court within 30 days after he is notified of 
the decision. 

2) Any decision made by a regular court shall be final. 

34. Penalties 
1)  Any person who: 

(a) intentionally offers for sale or sells below 
standard or unregistered seed shall he 
punished with imprisonment of not less than 
10 years and not more than 15 years and with a 
fine of not less than Bjrr 50 thousands and not 
more than Birr 100 thousands. 

(b) offers for sale or sells seed in violation of 
Article 17 of this Proclamation shall be 
punished with imprisonment of nor less than 8 
years and not more than 10 years and with il 
fine of not less than Bin50 thousands and not 
more than 100 thousands. 

(C) gives or offers a gift or any other benefit to 
cause the commission of fraudulent act on 
seed production, processing, export, import, 
distribution, retail sell and ctuality control 
process shall be punished with rigorous im- 
prisonment of not less than eight years and not 
moFe than ten years and with a iine of not less 
than Birr 50,000 and not Inore than 100 
thousands. 

(d) knowingly offers for sale or sells seed in b a p  
which do not comply with the standard shall 
be punished with imprisonment of not less 
than 3 years and not more than 5 years and 
with a fine of not Iess than Birr 15 thousands 
and not more than 25 thousands. 

(e) intentionally alters the sample drawn or de- 
Iivered for test and thus resulting in an 
incorrect representation of the produce, shal[ 
be punished with imprisonment of not less 
than 2 years and not more than 5 years and 
with a fine of not less than Birr 20 thousands 
and not more than 30 thousands. 

(f) offers for sale or sells seeds in bags whose 
labeling and packaging do not comply with the 
standard and the weight of the seed in the bags 
is tess than the amount paid for it, shall be 
punished with ipprisonrnent of not tess than 2 
years and not more::than 5 years and with a fine 
of not less than Birr 10 thousands and not more 
than 20 thousands. 



(g) intentionally opens a store sealed by inspector 
shall be punished with imprisonment of upto 
2 years and with a fine of not less than B ~ I T  10 
thousands and not more than 20 thousands. 

(h) refuses to cooperate and provide i~>foocmatio~-d 
data when requested by the Agency's Inspec- 
tor who is exercising his powers and duties 
pursuant to this Proclalnation shall be 
punished with imprisonment of not more than 
1 year and with a fine of not less than Birr 5 
thousands and not more than 10 thousands. 

(i) violates Sub-Articles ( l ) ,  (a),(b),(d) and (1.) of 
this Article will be confiscated. 

2) Any official or Personnel of the Agency who: 

(a) by, directly OS indirectly, receiving a bribe or 
any other benefit or on grounds of reiatioi), 
intentionally or negligently supp,plies or causes 
the supply of a certificate or verification with 
regard to seed production, processing, export, 
import, distribution, retail sell and quality 
control process based on a false or deceitful 
document or; 

(b) with the intent to receive a bribe or any other 
benefit or to injure other person, holds or 
delays the decision or action on request or a 
case that is brought beforc him in his ofl'icial 
capacity; 

shall be punished will1 irnprisoi~~nent of not less 
than 10 years and not more than 15 years and a fine 
of not less than Birr 50 thousands and not more 
than 100 thousands. 

3) Any person or organization delegated or authorized 
by the Agency to implement seed quality L'O:IIFOI 
activities and who: 
(a) by, directly or indirectly, receiving a bribe oi- 

any other benefit gain or on grounds of 
relation, intentionally or negligenlly issued or 
causes the issuance of a certificate or 
verification with regard to seed production, 
processing, export, import, distributioi?, reiail 
sell and quality control pracsss based oil a 
false or deceitful document, or 

(b) with the intent to receive a bribe or any other 
benefit or to injure other person, holds or- 

<I 01' a delays the decision or action on reque.. 
case that is brought before him ir, his oficial 
capacity; 

shall be punished with imprisonment of nor less 
than I0 years and not more than 15 years and a .fine 
of not less than Birr 50 thousands and nor more than 
100 thusands. The delegation or authorization shall 
also be cmcelled. 

4) Any person who misrepresented himself to be an 
inspector of the Agency or hinders or obstructs an 
inspector in the exercise of his powers and duties 
shall be punished with imprisonment of not less 
than t year and of not exceeding three years and a 
fine of not less than Birr 5 thousands and not 
exceeding Birr 15 thousmds. 



16. Repealed Laws and ~ ~ ~ h c a h l e  Laws 
I) The Ethiopian Seed Council of Ministers 

Regulations, No. 1611997 is hereby repealed. 
2) The Investment and Commercial Licensing and 

Regisrations Proclamations shall be applicalbe to rr 
person engaged in seed business, as the case may 
be. 

3) Other laws or customary practices shall have effect 
with respect to matters covered by this 
Proclamation unless they are inconsjsrent with this 
Proclamation. 
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37. Etiecfive Date 

35. PO wer to Issue Regularions and Directives 

1) The Council of Ministers may issue regulations 
necessary for the implementation of this 
Proclamation. 

2)  The Agency may issue directives necessary for the 
implementation of this ProcIamation. 

This Prociamation shall enter into force as of the h"' day ' of June, 2000. 

Done at Addis Ababa, this 6"' day of June, 2000. 

NEGASO GIDADA (DR.) 
PRESIDENT OF THE FEDERAL DEMOCRATIC 

REPUBLIC OF ETHIOPIA 


