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~ ' P E  -C ~ ~ e c l ~ ~ f e ! ~  9. P. PROCLAMATION No. 173 OF 1979 

?(Lap Psh-l-rlfl6PC @iARPeP b"T7i.t AOPAW P a w  
A PROCLAMATION TO ESTABLISH A RELIEF AND 

REHABILITATION COMMISSION 
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JVHEREAS, it is necessary to d i n a t e  and distribute 
promptly the necessary relief aid to those citizens of tly mm- 
try who are at presemt cn may in future h affected by verbvs 
natural and man-made dii tess and to bnd lasting sdutiolls 
for such problems; 

WHEREAS, it h isntia\ to resettle, by emplorying a p  
propriate methods, those people who have no a insuf&dent m 
ovmtilized land holdings or are displaocd due to natural ar 
mm-made disasters, or are j o b  as well as those people who 
fead nomadic and Bimilar pattau d life on such h d s  which, 
for various reasons, are lying idle; 

WH13REAS. tbe argmization of people so r w 1 e d  along 
lines of socialist methods of productirm is an ondmvw that 
promotes,the living standards of the people aad enhances the 
economic developm&t of the countsy; 

WHEREAS, it is believed that the rehabiitation of pwpb 
dipplaced due to natural and man-made disasters and the im- 
plementation of settlement projpmmes are inta-re1ate.d activities 
which, if carried out in an integrated manner by an mtmam- 
ous organizatia, can yield maximum results; 

WHEREAS, to achieve these objectives, it is necessary to 
establish an autonomous Government Wee and to define its 
powers and duties; 
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NO\V, TIFREFORE, in accordance w~th Art~cle S(6 )  

of tlie Redefin~fion of Powers and Respons~b~ltt~es of the Pro- 

v~s~onal Mllltary Admlnlstratlve Counc~l and the Counc~l of 

M*Y;:,LS Proclamdtion lllo 110/1977, it is hereby procla~med 

as follour 

l ShO'""'e 

T h ~ s  Proclanlahon may be cited as the "Rehef and Reha- 

biitation Comnllss~on Establishment Proclamation No 173 

/'1979." 

2 Defznltrotis 

In I S  Proclmat~on, unless the conkxt otherwue requues 

1 )  "dlsaster" means any flood, drought, fire, whtrlwmd, 

earthquake 01 war the consequences of whch could 

not be cobered by the resources of the people of the 

I 
aiea or the concerned Government Office and lncludes 

any other d~saster wh~ch m the detzrm~natian of the 

Commiss~on warrants assistance by the Government; 

2) "C;ovemment Office" means any organ, branch, or 

any central or local office of the State, any of IQ 

agencies, publ~c entarprlse, or any other crrganizatlon 

m which the State has 51% or more fmanc~al merest 

but shall not Include the courts, 

3 )  "settlement" means the act of establishng settlers m 

agr~cultu~al or other actrvlt~es, 

4)  "settler" means any person who needs to be rehabi- 

litated because of d~saster or who has no or msuffi- 

cient land holdlngs (N who has no or ~nsufficient lob 

or whose land holdings have been earmarked for the 

purpose of lmplementmg Government land uMization 

programmes or who leads nomadlc or similar patterns 
of llfe and who n covaed by the settlement pro- 
gramme d the Comrmssion, 

S )  "rel~ef" nieans the supply of food, water, med?cme, 
cloth~ng, shelter and s~rmlar basic necessltles to 

disa9tel-affect4 people unhl such people bewme self- 
supportmg, are rehab~htakd or resettled, 
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6 )  "reh,,i,ita~io," means the preparation and implelnen- 
tation of programmes which will enable disaster- 

affected people to be self-supporting and to protect 
themselves iron1 poas~ble futiue disasters; 

,) upersonv means anq. natural or juridical 

r r ?+%c- ih?T ?:r 
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3 Repeal 

The Relief and Rehab~litatmn Camm~ss~on Order NO 93/ 
1974 and the Se~llement Aulhorlty Eatdbllshment Prccla- 

mallon No 78/1976 are hereby repealed 
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1) There is hereby established a Relief and Rehabilitation 
Comn~ission (hereinafter the "Commission") as an 

autonomow public authority. 

2 )  The Commission shall be accountable to the Office 
of the Chairman &-the ~ o u n d  of Misters. 

5 .  Transfer of  R i ~ h t s  and Liabilities 

All the movable and immovable property, assets and lia- 
bilities of the Rehef and Rehabilitation Commission esta- 

blished by Order No. 93/1974 and the Settlement Authority 
established by Proclamation No. 78/1976 are hereby trans 
ferrcd to the Commission. 

6 .  Head Ojfice 

The Comnission shall have its head office in Addis Ababa 
and may have branch offices elsewhere in Ethiopia. 

7 .  Purposes of the Conwnission 

The purposes ot the Commission shall be: 

1) in case of disaster, to co-ordinate relief activities and 
distribute relief aid ' to disaster-affected peaple; 

2) to find and implement ways to  rehabilitate disaster- 
affected p p l e ;  

3)  to tnke or cause to be taken the necessary measures 
to prevent possible disaster or minimize its conse- 
quences; 

4)  to settle settlers in settlement areas; to assist settlers 
to organize themselves and organize them in various 
cooperatives. 

8 .  Powers and Duties of the Commission 

The Commissi,on shall have all the powers necessary for 
the attainment of its purpares. These include: 

l )  to extend relief aid to, or rehabilitate, disaster-affected 

people; 

2) in accordance '~rith directives issued to it by the Go- 
vernment, to request for and recdve any form of 
assistance from domevtic or foreign sources and for 
this purpose, to consult with the appropriate Govcrn- 
ment institutions, ambassadors a f  friendly nations, the 
United Nations and other organizations and indivi- 
tluals; 

3) to register and admister  any form of assistance 
obtained €tom domestic and foseign sauces; 

4) m case of dtsaster, to canduct study regard~ng the 
nhture. n~agpltude and exteat of the disaster and make 
known same together w~th the measures that should 
be tAen tn connecbon there wth deterftune prloritles 
for assistance; 

5)  to make known bforehand and study the cause of 
d~sasters, to take or cause to be takea short and long 
term pre%enuve measures agmst dtsasten, 
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6) to inform the public through the mass media of its pur- 
poses, duties, problems md soluti0n.s thereof, and the 
type and amount of &stance obtained and the man- 
ner ,in which the same has been used; 

7) to advise the Govement to declare any relevant 
region of the country a disaster area; 

8) to seize or cause to be seized and usc for the pur- 
pme of fulfilling its objectives undea this Proclamation, 
any food, clothing, equipment or any other property 
the Commission obtained in the fonn of assistance 
which it finds in the hands or under the control of 
any person not authorized to awn, possess or keep 
the same; 

9) to prepare for sabtlers presettlement training and 
orientation as well as m-the-)ob-training programmas 
and seminars as it may deem it necessary; 

. 

10) to initiate set t lemt policies and prep\me strategies 
thereof; 

11) to identify, in consultation and coaperation with the 
Ministry of Agriculture, areas suitable for settlement 
and draw up an invmtory thereof; 

12) to determine p e r a s  who should be settlers; to de- 
tennine settlement priorities and carry out settlement 
activities; 

13) in conformity with the camtry's central plan, to pre- 
pare and implement short, medium and long term 
settlement programmes; 

14) in consultation and coapsratian with the appropriate 
Government offim and mass organizations, to find 
and implement ways and means to augment the 
produce of settlas, cultivate them with education, 
maintain their health, i m p v e  their methods of pro. 
duction, obtain marketing facilities for their produce 
amd organize them in a way conducive to production 
md, in general, raise their living standara; 

15) to perform such ather duties as are necessary for the 
implementation of settlement programmes; - 

16) to conduct study and research, at &U levels, to en- 
hance disaster prevention and settlement activities 
and put or cause b be put to use fruitful results 
tliereof; 

17) in cooperation with $he appropriate affice to protect 
and maintain soil, water, forest and wildlife resources 

,,in settlement areas; 

18) sue and he sued in its awn a p e ;  

19) enter into contracts; 

20) in accordance with the law, own, possess, pledge, sell, 
exchange, rent and lease any property necessary far 
the attainment of its pusposes and far the effective 
performance of its operations. 

9. Special Powers 

Without prejudice to the powers a d  duties given to it un- 
der the other provisions of this Proclamation, the Com- 
mission shall have the following special powebs in parts 
of the counay declafed disastex areas: 

1) tu directly administer such areas; 
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2) notwithstanding other laws to the contrary, t~ make 
use of the services of m y  persound, pp;operty, budget 
aad equipment of any Chmna~ent office where it 
deems it necessary fur the proper carrykg nut of its 
duties and to take any didplinary measures against 
such personnel where appropriate. 

10. Organetion of the Commisdon 

The Commission s h d  have: 
1) ap Advisory Council (hereiaaffte atbe "Council"); 
2) a Cvmmissimer and two Deputy Commissiim; t ~ n d  
3) the necessary sbff. 

11 . Cornposition of the Council 

The members of the C o d  -hall be the fallowhg: 
11 the Commissionar of the Cmnmission ... .Chairman 
2) &e MMihister of Agriculhue or his 

representative . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .Member 
3) the Minister of Interim a his 

representative . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
4) the Mhister of Health or his 

representative . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  " 
S)  the Minislcc of Labour and S w i d  Affttirs 

or his representative ................ " 
6 )  the Minister of Transporf and 

Communications a~ his repremtative . . . . "  
7) the Minister of Fducation or his 

representative . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  " 
8) the Minislcr ol industry ax his 

rep cseutative . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
9) the Minister of Mines, Energy and Water 

I<esources or his representative . . . . . . . .  " 
10) the Minister of Uxban Development and 

Housing clr his representative . . . . . . . . "  
1 1  ) the Chairman of the AI-Ethiopia Peasants' 

Associ~ti(~1. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
12) representatives of other mass organizations 

to be designated by the Govt%nsnent . . . .  " 

1) The Council shall mwt at least once a ym. It .a& 
also meet at shorter intarvalr; where the Chairman 
or two-thirds of the mmbers 80 request. 

2) There shall be quorum Ear thrt meetin@ cif the Counoit 
when the lnnjarity 01 ~ t s  members am present. 

3) Decisions of the Council shall be given by majority 
votc; iri case of a tie, t l ~ o  Chairmm &all have a 

'casting vote. 
4) The Council may issue i t 8  own rulcs of procedure. 

1 3 .  Pawers and Duties of the Council 

The Council shall: 
1) advire the Commiusiowr m the initiation snd doteter- 

mination of suategies of policies necessary for athe 
attuinmenf of the purposes of the ,Commission; 

2)  advise the Commissioner on the measures which 
should be takcn to procure relief and rehabilitation 
aids and to p~operly distribute same to disnstef- 
affected people ancl on how to guard against possible 
c1itastcr.i; 

3) whmit to the Commission recommendations regard- 
in r  cor~~r~L~utior~s whwh thc u]>pr~priate Govermcat 
ollireq and mRss organizations can make to properly 
carry out sottlerc~ent :ictlvities. 
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7 2  V 3 %?fl fq@nl+ Ph"l.3 5 IS. Power 10 Issue Rcg~rlations 

b q ~ t ~  f i ~ ?  o q 7 q  p,+ )IS The Commissioner may issue regulations necessary for the 

P q P h k h l W  R t f l  Alm,nl+ b T 4 h  1: 
proper implementation of this Proclamation. 

%B r hlPX Pqxs.n+ % n  I 

bu hTE (19263- 2nnl p b ~  hmnln* +? 
EPE PRC SIPFA :a 

19. Effective Date 

This Proclamation shall enter into force on the date of its 
publication in the Negarit Gazeta. 

Done at Addis Ababa, this 29th day of December 1979. 

THE PROVISIONAL MILITARY 
xnPT QPWT hh+&?.c RC"I I A DMINISI'RATIVE COUNCIL 

T L q p  4?TC 36 /i~lfcg 4. F'. I CORRIGENDUM No. 14 OF 1979 

hhCW U7C (13. h6-fsF Ph.1.q lb+ "J-flC 
R.34 W C  @ / 1 a ~ ~ &  4. p. 2c fffinrn fq7T.3. 
w.3mdlrT z,j,.~ hlxqh+fi, 

The English text of the schedules attached to the pro- 
vincial Urban Land Rent and Urban House Tax Regulations 
NO. 641'1979 is hereby coneored as follows: 

,,w,,,~* G/g F 0.~5,) 
f q n r  cc0.005 )) can- b5n4 I 

g/ ~~A-PLY f w t t  m+ hcfi hsf +m), 
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W- h&$ h C f  I.fl.3 )) +a&- fi5fl-n 

1 .  The phrase "on land in Rate in Rent Grade 3 in Birr 
per Sq. Meter" appearing in the 4th 'Column of Sche- 
dule 4:2 shall read "Rate of Rent on Land in Grade 3 
in (per sq.m.1: 

2. The figure "0.05" appearing in the 4th column of Sche- 
dule 4:2 shall read "0.005". 




