
I N  pursuance of the National Rerlemy tion Council (EslaMishmcrrtl 
koclmtian,  1972 illis Decree is hereby mada: 

1, (1) t h y  pcrson who in a Forest Rcscrvc without thc writton Vorwr 
authorjty of &e cu~npdenl fural authority- off onrue. 

(U) fclls, uprocts, laps, girdles, taps, injures by fire or 
otherwi~o damagar; any t ~ c c  or timber; 

(b) makes or cultivates any farm or erects any building; 
(c) sets fire to any grass or herhago, or kindles a fire 

without taking duc precautioii to prevent its spread; 
Id)  makes or lights a tire contrary to any older of the 

Chief Conservator of Forests; 
(e) causes any drunagc by neglignce in felling any tree or 

cutting or removing any tirnbcr ; 
ff) in any way obstructs the channel of any river, stream. 

canal or c~eek; 
(g) hunts, shoots, fishes, poisons water or sets traps or 

snares ; 
(h) subjects to any manufacturinp process, collects, conveys 

or removes any forest produce; 
( i )  pastures cattle or permits .my cattle to trespass, 

sliall bc guiliy uT an uff~ur;~ aurl liabla un sllmiirirry cortviction to 
a fine not exceeding $?i,0110.OG or to imp~isonnlcnt not exceeding 
five years or to both: 

L'rovided tllat for a. second or subsoqucnt offfence under this 
sectiurl irn oKcnder shall be liable on summary conviction to a fine 
not exceeding $S,W.(#5 or to imprisonment not e x d ~ n g  ten years 
or to both. 

(2) A pelson convicted of m offcnnee mder subsection (1) (a) 
ur (I) (11) of this wtivn shall, in addition to nrly olhor punishme~zt 
imposed under this section, bo liable to pay to the Commissioner 
responsible for Lands twice the commercial value of cach tret or of 
the timber or ibrest produce which is the subject-matter of the 
tlffeflce. 

(3) A person oonvioted of a1 offence un& this #&on shalk 
iu addition to ilny other punishmelit imposed undei this section, 
be liablc to pay to the person whose rights have barn infringed such 
compnwtion as tbe court may direct. 

(4) Nothing contained in this section shall prohibit the exerciw 
in a Forcst Reserve by any person of any right which under the 
Fomts Ordinance (Cap. 157) for the timc being is, or is trmtd as. 
an admitted right. 



A Y I . ~ ~  and 
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2. Any person who .- 

(0) k~~owingly cuuntcrfeits o r  L'mudulcntiy u5cs ulwn anv 
timber or rtailding rrec a m ~ r k  used by Forcst Ofiiccrk 
or any rcgistcred property mark to indicate that such 
timbct 01. trcc is Ibc property of snmc person; or 

(P) without t h ~  wriltr~l permissiolr of n Forest Otiicc~ 
:alters. defnces 01. ~lblitur!~tee :my msl-k plnr~d ( 1 1 ,  X 11.c.i~ 
or on timbcr; or 

(cj nl~crs, moves, destroys or. defaces any boundary mark 
of any Forest Rcwrvc. 

shall be guify clr an oiknr ;~  aid liablc v11 sunu~nll-y ct~~lvictiirr~ to ;L 

l'be not exceeding $? 1,000.00 or to imprisonment 1Ii)t exceedi~lg Live 
yc:~ls or to both: 

Pcovidcd, thal- for u scxond ot. srbscque~lt ofl'encc under t l ~ i x  
s~xtion an oflencler shall be liable 011 summary conviction to a Anc 
not: o x c d i ~ t g  p15,000.00 or 10 imprisonment not cxcecdillg ten ycah 
or to both. 

3. ( 1 1  Any person who has hcer~ convicted three times of ,in 
olfe~~cc under this Dccree shall be deemed to be prohibited from 
owning. operating 01. ptirticipating in nay timber busirless or timber 
concession, and all permits and property marks held by him under 
:my enactment relating to forests, trees, or timber shall be deemed 
10 bs forfei~cd. 

(2) Any person who contravenes a prohibition imposd on him 
by subsection (1) 01' this sectjon shall bc gililty of an oflcrrcc nhd 
liable on conviction to imprisonment not exceeding ten years 
WLIIIOUI rne oprlon or n ]Inc. 

4. (1) Evct'y E'clrcst Omccr shall take 311 nuccssary slcps lo plevcnt 
rhe commission of an offence under this Dccrec, 

(21 wnerc rllc cornrnlsstoller rospotlslolc tor L,alws IS satrshert 
t b t  any Forcsl Oficcr h;~s aided, condoncd or connived at  thc 
commission of any oNctctlcc uodcr this Decrec, lie may order thai 
such Forz61 Officel be sum~narily dismissed. 

5. ( l )  Any Forest O % L ~  maLy wrest wi th~ut  wiiuill,L ally pxrjnir 
whom he reasonably suspccts to have committed or to have been 
concerned in any offence under this Decree, jF such pcrson'fidls to 
give his name a~id address or gives a name or addr~ss which is 
bellcved to be tklse, or if there is  rengon to helicvc that he may 
i~bscond. 

(2) A person arrested under this section shall within forty- 
cigkt hours bc brought beforc a Magistrate. if not sooncl released. 



(3) Where thcl-c is reasor] to bclicvc lhal an oHi.ucc has been 
uolnniittcd under this Dccrcc, any I'arcst ORiccr rnny scizc 911 
forest prodltce til \which the oflence relatec t m e ~ t l i ~ r  ~v i t l i  311 i t x t r ~ l -  
menls, vchlclcs and other articles suspected to I1:lvc been used in 
committing the offence. 

(4) A Forest Officer who seizes anything undcr this sccrion 
~ l > n l l  p l n c ~  thprmn n m?rrk i d i r a t i n g  thnt i t  I ~ n s  ~ P P I )  C I * ~ I P I J  !~nt i  
bhall ~eport thc seizure to the Commissioilet rcsponsiblc for I..ands. 

6. ( t ) A court w h i d ~  convicts any persm of :m ofl'encc ulidur th is  I:or.fci~iil.l: 
I > ~ X ~ . C L '  ~ l l i i t  l order that all forest producc. instrumoil ts, vcl~iclc~ ~,;(l,$c~~at 
and other articles in raspoct of which or by means of which the 
offeficc was comniittcd (including anylhinp seizc<l undcr scction 5 )  
shall be forfeited ta thc Republic. 

(2) Any vehicle or clthe1 article which is scizcd ulldcr scctirrn -5 
and tvhosc owner cannot be ascertainad shall, after t11c cxpirntion 
of foul teen days from tlic date of scizute, bc decn~cd to bc forfcltcd 
io the Republic. 

(3) A vehicle ol other :irticlu which is c c i a d  llndcr scc~iotl 5 
and whose owner ttss 1-wen nsrertnin~tt sh:~l l ,  i T  n o  prtwncr~f ion"is 
h u g h i  ui~der this Uecrte, be reshred tc its owl~er. 

(4) Ar~ythifig which is forfeited to the Rc]>ublic tuldc~ this 
scstion may be sold c.r otherwise disposed of by the Cnmmissioncr 
r+ponsible for Lands, and the pmceeds applied fot fol-est rchabjlita- 
tlon : 

Provided that  whew a vehicle is forfcitcd, and the Cotnmissione~~ 
is satisfied that the owcr was ill no wiiy i~~lplicatcd in I I X  olli.ticc. 
the Commissioner may restore thc vehicle to such owncr. 

7. The burden of proof that auy forest producc has nor Peel1 ll,,,.de, ,,I 
tukcn in contravallion of this Dccrcc shall lip upon thu pcrsot! in prf)of. 
whose possession it is found. 

8. (1) Every pcrsvn who exe~'cises any right in or i s  pcnnllred to Pejsot\s 
take any forest pwdw from a Fnrrsk Reserve, and wery person 
who i s  employcd in a Forest Rcserve, slrall be hou~rd to give to ally ~ $ ~ . ~ , ~ " ' " t  
Forest Oficer without delav any information he may have regarding 
the commission or intc~ided commiesion of ally olTcl~ce r~ndcr 111i.: 
IJccree. and shall assist any such officer-- 

(U)  to extinguish ally fire in the Keservc: - 
( h )  to prevent any fire occurring nearby from spreadittg to 

the Reserve : 
(c* )  to prevcnt the co~nmission of any offttlce under this 

Uecree, atid to assist . , in discovering any oflcndor. 
(2) Any person who contravenes subsection ( I )  shall be gui tty of 

an uf%ncc nnd liable on c~lnviction to n finc not cxcceding p50.0. 



PO.RCS7' PROTBC'fION DECREE, !?7$ 

bdemnity 9. No action shall lie agai~lst any person in respect of any ;rCl 
for acts done by him in good fair11 in the execution or intended execution or 
clone in 
good faith. his powers or duties under this Decree. 
mterpreta. 18. In this Dccrce. irnless the context otilerwisc requires; 
tian. " cattle " indudc5 cows, sheep, goats, pigs and hoi-ses; 

" forcst produce " incluacs the following, if found in or 
hruugl~l horn a Forcsl Reserve:- 

(ct) timber, charcoal, rubber,, wood, oil, resin and 
natural varnish; 

(H trees, plants, leaves, dowers nnd fruit, and all 
ut l~or  pal-is iuld produ~e vI' CKCUS ~JILI plana; 

(c) wild animals and birds and their skins, and 
all other parts and produce of wild a~~imals 
and birds; 

(CC) eggs, snails, GI-abk, fish, silk, l ~ v ~ l q  ard wax; 
(U) peat, surfi~co soil, and minerals othcr than 

minerals within the meaning of any enactment 
regulating the working of minerals; 

Forcat ROSG~VC " means a Fol-mt Rcserve cu11skilu1txl 
under section 17 of the Forests Ordinance (Cap. 151); 

" limber" includes trees when they have fallen or have 
been felled, and all wood, whether it has been cut up 
or fashioned or hollowed out for any purpose or not: 

" tree " includes palms, bamboos, stumps, brushwood 
and oanes. 

Itopoair. 11. The following cnactments axe hereby repat&:-- 
Scctions 22 to 33 or the Forests Ordinancc (Cap. 157)#. 
Forest Offences (Compounding of Finss) Act, 1959(No. 83)- 
Forest Qffences (Compounding of Fines) (Amendment) Act. 

1962 (Act 99) 
Sectian 16 (11) of the Concessions Act, 1962 (Act 124). 

Made this 12th day of February, 1974. 

C O ~ N E L  1. K. ACHEAMPONG 
Chairmart of the Nutional Rektnplion Council 

bate of Gazrtte notification: 2 n d  February, 1974. 


