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Act 480

'\Wm- THE Four HUNDRED AND EIGHTIETH

ACT

OF THE PARLIAMENT OF THE RBPUBLIC
OF GHANA

THE NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT PLANNING (SYSTEM)
ACT, 1994

AN Aot to provide for a National Development Planaing Systom,
define and regulate planning procedure and provide for related
matters.

DATE oT ASSENY: 29th August 1994
Bg 1 ENACTED BY PARLIAMENT A8 FOLLOWS:

Docontza- |, (1) The National Development Planning Commission estab-

development lished by the National Development Planning Commission Act,

planni 1904, (Act 479} and roferred to as “the Comamission” shall be the

system, national co-ordinating body of the decentraliséd national develop-
ment planning system,

{2) The decentralised national development planning system
shall comprise District Plannmﬁ' Authorities at the district level,
Regional Co-~ordinating Councils at the regional level and sector
agencies, Ministries and the Commission at the national leve).

{3) The decentralised national development planning systemn
shall be regulated by legislative instrumients and guidelines issued
hy the Commisgion.

(4) The Commission shall by legisiative instrument provide
further for the time and procedure for the submission of development
plans to the Commission,
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National Development Planning (Sysiem) dct, 1994

2. (1) A Disweict Planning Authority established under the Local
Government Act, 1993 (Act 462), shall—

{a) initiate and prepare district development plans and
settlement structure plans in the manuner prescribed
hy the Commission and ensure that the plans arce
prepared with full participation of the local commu-
nity;

(&) carry out studies on—

(i) development planning matters in the district
including studies on economic, social, spatial,
environmental, sectoral and human settle-
ment issues and policics;

fii) the mobilization of human and physical re-
courcet for development in the district;

(¢) initiate and co-ordinate the processes of planning,
programming, budgeting and implementation of dis-
trict development plans, programmes and projects;

(d) integrate and ensnre that sector and spatial policies,
plans, programmes and projects of the district are
compatible with each other and with mationzl develop-
ment objectives issued by the Commission;

(e) synthesize the policy proposals on development plao-
ning in the distrivt inlo a vowprehensive framework
for the economic, social and spatial development of
the district including human settlement and ensure
that the policy proposals and projects are in confor-
mity with the principles of sound enviranmental
management;

(f) monitor and evalyaic the development policies, pro-
grammes and projects in the district; and

(g) provide the Commmission with such data and infor-
mation a¢ it may require.

{2) Notwithstanding section 2 (1) (2), the preparation of a
settlement plan shall be in accordance with the provisions of any
existing legislative instrument on planning which is relevant to the
preparation of the settlement plan.

3. () A Disteict Planning Authority shall conduct 2 public pybic

der

the views expressed at the hearing before the adoption of the
proposed d istrict development plan,

2) A local commanity in a disisict guthorieed by the District
Planning Authority to prepare a subsdistrict or Tocal action plan wt
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nndet section 5 of this Act shall conduct a public hearing before
the adoption of the proposed sub-distriot or local action plan.

(3) The Commission shall hy guidelines prescribe the manner
in which the public hearing shafl be conducted.

4. (1) A report on the public hearing shall be attached to the
proposed district development plan by the District Planning Autho-
rity.

{2) The proposed district development plan in a format prescribed
by the Commission shail be submitted for consideration to the
Commission through the Regional Co-ordinating Council.

(1) The Commission shal]l determine the compatibifity of
district development plans with mational development objectives
and if approved shall incorporate them into a mational develop-
ment plan.

(4) A District Planning Authority may with the prior written
approval of the Commission make modifications to an approved
district devefopment plan,

5. (1) A District Planning Authority shall prepare or direct
the preparation of such local aetion plans, or sub~district plans as
may be required for the implementation of the approved district
devefopment plan unless the Commission otherwise determines.

(2) A local community in a district authorised by the District
Planning Authority may prepare a sub-district or lJocal action plan
in accordance with- -

(a) the approved district development plan;

(b) the development guidelines of the District Planning
Auvthority;

(¢) the guidelines which may be prescribed by the Cum-
TissIon.

(3) A sub-district or local action plan prepared under sub-section
{2) of this section shall be subject to the approval of the District
Pianning Authority.

_ (4) Notwithstanding sub-section (3) of this section, the Com-
mission may call for the plans made under sub-sections (1) and
€2) of this section for its consideration and may modify the plans
as it considers appropriate.

6. A person aggrioved by any matter relating to the exercise of
a function of the District Planning Authority may seek redmssgn
with such grievancs procedure

xcpordante as the sion
by legistative instrument provide. ey
4



Natiowal Development Planning (System) dct, 1954 Act 480

7. (1) A District Planming Co-ordingting Unit establizhed under

Planaing
the Local Government Act, 1993 (Act 462) shall be responsible funations
fore- of District

FPlanning

(a) advising and providing a secretariat Imthnblmaomugnt-
Planning Authority in its planning, Programming, 8
monitoring, evaluating and co-ordinating Gunctions;

(3) co-ordinating the planning activifies of secioral de-
partments in the district responsible for ecomomic
production, social services, techmical infiastructure,
environmental management and other appropriate
agencies connected with the planning process;

(o) synthesizing the stategics related w the developmcnt,
of the district into a comprehensive and cobesive
framework;

() fonnulatmg and updating the components of a dis-

trict development plan; and

(e) providing such data and information as may be re-

quired by the Commission.

8. (1) A Regional Co-ordinating Council estabfished under the Ptmmu
Local Government Act, 1993 (Act 462), shall—

(9) provide the District Planning Authorities with such Rﬂmﬂl
information and data as is necessary to assist them Co-ordinat-
in the formulation of district development plans; ing

(b) co-ordinate the plans and programmes of the District
Planning Aothorities aad hanononize the plans and
programmes with national development policies
and priorities for consideration and approval by the
Commission;

{¢) monitor and cvaluate the implementation of the pro-
grammes and projects of the District Planning -Au-
thorities within the region ;

(d) act on behalf of the Commission with respect to such
national programmes and projects it the region as
the Comun esion may dircet; and

(¢} perform. such other planning functions as msy be
assigned to it Dy the Commission.

9. (1} A Regional Planning Co~ordinating Unit established under
the 19;: Giovernment Aot,m§993 (At 46tg)1,gshaﬂ-~ P aning
(d) advise the Regional Co-ordmatmg Clouncit on—
(i}the coordination, monitoring and evaluation P‘m‘u
of district development plans; ing Um
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) fgﬁ,&-
e Wy L
Pt ) LA (i) matters to development planfiing in
S AT S the resn spatial nd sectaral poli-
RS St gies
e ) piowide » seorstariat for the Regional Co-ordmatmg
- O ncii o perforth 13 function as specifiod und
= seetion § (1) of this-Act.
Planning 10, (1) A ministry shail undertake development plarming fupo-
functions  tions &)mufmnon with the Conunission in accordance with the
tries ama Civil Service Law, 1993 (P.N.D.C.L. 327).
sector (Z)Ammmstryorsactoragmcyahanattherequestofthe
NS Commission prepare a development plan.

(3) The development by &
orasectoragmuyshallbe&sedonuatl dcwlopmentgoah
and sectomi development guidetines issued by the Commission.

duwlopmntpianufaunmstryorasectormcy
: bo su!mmad to the Commission for consideration and appro-
val.

(5) The ministry or sector agency shall ensure that the plans
are compatible with national development goals.

(6)Ammmu'y or sector agency shall monitor the imple-
‘mentation of approved development plans and submit 2 monitoring
report to the ission in the prescribed form.

(D The monitoring report shall be submitted at intervals
determinad by the Commission.

Functions 1L The Matienal Dovelopment Planning Commission shall —

of Som (@) prescribe the format and content of development
relating plans for the districts, ministries and séctor agencies;
to develap- ®) mdmatc district development plans and programmes
eut plam. submitted through the Regional Co-ordinating Cotme
ministries, <ils and ensure that these plans and programmes are
and sector compatible with nationa) development objectives:
agencies.

() inegrate economic, spatial and sectoral plans of
ministries and sector sgencies and ensure that these
plana m compatible  with natiopal develupmcns

L] mse rele\'am agencies on the formulation of guide-
for the regulation of physical development;
&) In callshoratibn with relevant sgencies, monitor
to ensure that any proposed
conforms with the approved development
pean for the respective srea;
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(f) issue approved development policics a8 directed by
the President for the guidance of the public and private
soctors; and

(g) perform such other functions as are reasonably reiated
to development planning, policy and strategy.

12. (1) The Commission may in consultation with the Minister JYoint
responsible for tocal Government recomraend to the President the Dovelop-
designation of any contiguous area as a Joint Development Planning Ment
Area, if special physical or socio-economic characteristics necessi- ”Am"‘"
tate it baing considered as a single unit for the purpose of deve- ’
lopiment planning.

- (2) The President may by executive insttument designate
the contiguous area as a Joint Development Planning Area.

13, (I) An executive instrument issued under section 12 (2) of Joint
this Aot which creates Joint Development Planning Area shall Deveiop-
establish a Joint Development Planning Board for the Arca and ment
shall include— !wm_

{(a) the composition of the Joint Development Planning
Boand;

() the functions of the Joint Development Planning
Board;

{c) the area of authority of the Joint Development Plan-
ning Board ; and

() modification of the powers of the District Plaming
Authorities and the Regional Co-ordinating Councils
wholly or in part within the designated grea as may
be necessary to provide for the effective fynctioning
of the Joint Development Planning Board,

(2 For the avoidance of doubt, it is declared that a Joint
Development Planning Board shall only be established for the
purposes of formuiating and supervising the implementation of
development plans for the desiguated arce.

{3) The Joint Development Planning Board shall determine
the economic, social, spatial and sectoral policies of the designated
#roa as wegll as the mobilisation of human, physival and finapeial
resources for the develapmant of the area.

(%) The development plan prepared by a Joint Development
Phaqﬁ:gggirdshﬂ(be:ﬁehniwdmthc@mﬁldonfmowﬁ-
duration oopics to the affected District Planning Authority
and Regiomal Co-ordinating Council, '
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(5) Upon approval of the development plan of & Joint Deve.
lopment Planning Board by the Commission, the plans of the
affected District Planning Authority shall be modified accordingly.

Sponial 14. (1) The Commission may in consultation with the Minister
Dovelop responsible for Local Government, recommend to the President
Aroas. the designation of any area requiced for special purposes in the

national interest as & Special Development Area and the President
nuay by executive instrument, so desiguate the area.

(2) Notwithstanding any provision of this Act to the con-
trary, an area designated as a8 Special Development Area shall be
excluded from the administrative control of the District Planning
Authority of the area.

(3) An executive instrument establishing a Special Develop-
ment Area shall on the advice of the Commission, specify the plan.
ning authority cesponsible for the Area,

{4 The executive instrument shall specify the functions,
powers and responsibilities relating to the Special Development
Area as well as the geographical limits of the Area,

Qomi(flaa- 15. The President shall consider and may approve such national
*’f& °by development plaus. policies and strategies 25 proposed by the
President,  Comnumnission.

Comamis- 16. The Commission shall advise the Minister responsible for

:‘a’gon cach Ministry on the structureand function of the Planning Division

plaming  ©f the Ministry establiched under the Civil Serviee Taw, 1003

divisions in  (P.N.D.C.L. 327).

mivistries.

Trainingof 17, The Commission shall in consuitation with the Ghana Insti-

planning e of Planners and such other relevant bodies as the Commission
" may deem fit, advise on the training, quaiification and empioyment

of the planting personnel required for a planning authority.

h;mluml? _ 18, Subject to the Constituition, no employee of a planning autho-

;aglm‘s rily or any person acting under the direction or authority of 2

ability. planning awthosity shall be personally liable for an act done In
good faith in the performance of a duty under this Act.

mlﬂ- 19, (I} The Commission may with the prior approval of the
. President by legisiative instrument make Yegulations to— ‘
(@) preseribo the procedure for the submission of develop-
ment plans;

() prescribe the form and time for submission of the
plans to the Commyssion; and
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(¢} make provisions to give full effect to this Act.

(2) the cxorcise of the power to mako rogulations shall be
signified under the hand of the Chairman.

20. The Local Government Act, 1993 (Act 462} 1s amended by
the substitution for subsection (3) of section 143 of the following
secton—

“A Regional Planning Co-ordinating Unit shall comprise such
professional staff as the Regional Co-ordinating Council
shall in consultation with the Commission direct”.

21. In this Act, unless the context otherwise requires—

*“approved district development plan’ meansa plan appro-
ved for a district, 4 municipality, & metropolisor a
Inint Development Planning Area by the Commis-
slon.

“planning authority™ includes the District Planning Au-
thority at the district level, the Regional Co-ordinat.
ing Cowncil at regional level, the planning division
of a Ministry or sector agency andD any other body
designated by the Commission to carry out a deve~
lopment planning function.

Date of Gazeite notification: 2nd September 1994,
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