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graph films
to be
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CHAPTER 49
CINEMATOGRAPH ACT

better provision for the censorship of films fqr
tion and for related matters.

[20th May, 1963)

An Act to make L
public exhibi

PART I—FEDERAL CENSORSHIP OF FILMS

1. (1) Subject to the provisions of this Act, no person shall
exhibit or cause or allow to be exhibited any film without the
approval for exhibition in Nigeria given by the federal board
of film censors under this Act.

(2) Nothing in this section shall apply—

(a) to any exhibition given in premises to which the public
are not admitted;
(b) to any film exempted by the board under this Act and

1r?ported, produced or issued by or by the direction
O [

(it) the Federal Government or any State Govern-
ment,

(i) the diplomatic representative of any Common-
wealth or foreign country,

(iii) the United Nations Organisati ‘
S anisati g oan of
that organisation, g on or any organ

(iv) any educational, scientific or cultural body or

socicty including any bro: . <
1 : rO'lng N A TN T
organisation, y adcasting and television

(3) Any person who—

(a) cxhibits or causes ar
) wm[,.,'l‘,‘? To thuses or allows (o be exhibited any film
(h) bei | |y ¢ provisions of this section: or |
) bemng the owner of o . ) ’ 4
prcn%iscs - [t])(;"'xl(;l) .,l‘clncn)ulngruph or occupier ol
S co‘ ( ws the Cinematograph or premises
ontravention of this section
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commits an offence and is ligble -

PR . On conviction to a fine
hundred t}‘m a, ar)d whc!'c the offence ig a (:onntitnoucil f!’m ol f}?rﬁ
for cach day during which e offence continue nbb*(?'r'lch to
q further fine ol twenty naira for ety st L(xjc;lqy e liable

2. (1) Where the Minister
consultation with the President
public interest of Nigeria so to d

a film has already been approved for exhibition under any
enactment or Law, or that provision is there made for appeals
by persons aggrieved, he may by such means (including sound
or television broadcast) as he thinks fit, give public notice of
the cancellation of the approval; and the cancellation shall
have immediate effect and no appeal shall lie therefrom in
respect of the cancellation.

of Internal Affairs after
Is satisfied that it is in the
0, and notwithstanding that

(2) If public notice has been given of the cancellation
otherwise than by publication in the Federal Gazette, notice
of such cancellation shall forthwith thereafter be published in
the Federal Gazette aforesaid; and the Minister of Internal
Affairs shall as soon as may be inform the National Council
of Ministers of the reasons for his action.

(3) The failure to comply with the requirement of the
Minister of Internal Affairs under this section shall be an
offence punishable on conviction by a fine of not less than one
thousand naira and if the offence is a continuing one by an
additional penalty of two hundred naira for every day during

which the offence continues.

(4) The question whether any consultation was in fact held
and the decision come to thereat shall not be inquired into by

any court or person.

Ticer or any person authorised in
that behalf by the Minister in yvriting has rc‘u?p,rﬁl‘abllc‘czuils? to
belicve that an exhibition 15 O 15 uhouF 'lo lln %}:%ll: \ltb 1.“;1}- ttln}
production of his pass or other Pr()m»llll'd“rl ]‘O»” ))htlln " l()lv’\ tl:L‘
premises {or the purposes ol L-'U“']!)L\ ‘ltn&q -LV(:(l']"llm" rcL.uLul'l)lionk‘
oacumier with the provisions of this Act or ol any regulations
Made thereunder

3, (1) Where a police of

Power of
Minister of
Internal
Affairs to
cancel
approval of
exhibition.
1969 No. 24.

Power to
enter and
View prenuses
tor exhibition
of films.
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Federal
censorship
board.

or otherwise prevents the
der this section to enter oy
and liable on convictjgp

on who obstructs
entry by any person authorlscdﬁuncc
premises shall be guilty of an offence,
to a fine of forty naira.

(3) For the avoidance of dou

(2) Any pers

bt, the expression “Minister”

: : ' in a State, mean the Com.
as used in this section shall, mn a , mean
missioner in that State charged with responsibility for the

control of the exhibition of films.

may from time to time obtain the
names of fit persons and organisations representing the
thought and opinion of persons resident in Nigeria and from
such names the Minister may compile a panel of film censors,

(2) The panel of film censors may at any time be amended,
and if it is compiled, the Minister may by regulations establish
a federal board of film censors with headquarters in the
Federal Territory; and such board while it continues to
operate shall have all powers for the censorship of films as
may from time to time be conferred upon it by any such
regulations.

(3) Without limiting the generality of the power to make
regulations under this section, regulations may be made—

(a) for prescribing the procedure to be followed for the
censorship generally of any film submitted to the board
and the fees to be paid;

(b) for providing the form of approval to be given by the
board and the conditions and limitations on exhibition
which may be imposed and the method of display or
publication of the approval of the board;

(¢c) for prescribing the powers and duties of the president,
the secretary, and members of the board;

(d) for providing exemption from censorship of such
classes of film as the board may think fit or of any film
intended to be exhibited before any particular group of
groups of persons; oS

(¢) for the retention of film or any part of film if approval
1s withheld and for the imposition of rc\‘lriclio;h‘ on the
possession or disposal of any such liln; or phri:

4. (1) The Minister
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(/) {or’ pl‘ic.?01'1bing the method of review of a decision of the
oard by appeal to the Minister-

(g) forapproving posters and ad : ' '
7‘ _ . vertisements for display n
connection with any exhibition: P

(h) :‘or prc;scrlbing offences and penalties not exceeding a
Ine of one hundred naira and in the case of a con-

tinuing offence a fine of forty naira for each day in
respect of which an offence continues.

PART II—FEDERAL TERRITORY PROVISIONS
Exhibition of

3. (1) .NOtwithstanding that any film has been approved e
for exhibition under the provisions of Part I of this Act, it shall Federal
not be exhibited in the Federal Territory if the film is territory-
inflammable or of any otherwise dangerous nature except on
premises licensed for the purpose under this Part of this Act.

(2) The Minister may in his discretion license or refuse to
license premises for the purpose of exhibiting inflammable or
otherwise dangerous film and, subject to the provisions of any
regulation made under this Part of this Act, licences if issued
shall be on and subject to such terms, conditions and
regulations as the Minister may prescribe; and any such
licences may at any time be amended, varied, or revoked.

(3) No licence shall be granted in respect _of any premises
unless the Minister is satisfied that the premises are safe and
otherwise suitable for the exhibition of films.

der this section unless p.revi-ously revoked
rce for the period for which it was granted,
ted it continues in force for the period of

(4) A licence un
shall continue in fo
and if no time is sta
one year.

(5) Any person who exhibits or causes or allo.ws ‘to be
exhibited any inflammable  or oth'<:1w1‘sc' dangerous film
contrary to the provisons o[_ lh.lS SCCtIOIl‘bhdll ‘bgr guilty of an
offence and liable on conviction to a fine ollvt.o‘ur.lulmired
naira or 1o imprisonment for a term of twa ‘i"ﬁ‘“‘“;.?‘ to both;
and where the offence 1s @ conl‘mumg f..).l']t.‘_. l‘lt Q‘Hu'ldm hl}'d“
in addition be liable to a fin¢ of ten naira for each day during

which the offence continues.
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Exhibitions
under special
control.

Regulations.

Jis section, “‘premises” i“CIUdes
includes any vessel used j,
lled by oars.

(6) For the purposes of Y
any vehicle, or being a ship,
navigation whether or not propc

(1) Where the Minister has issued a licence upon the
cogdi(tic)m that an exhibition is to be conducted under special
superintendence, the person superintending ‘the exhibitiop
may at any time direct the stopping of the exhibition, or if he
thinks fit, give any other direction necessary to ensure the
safety of persons attending the exhibition or the safety from
fire of the premises.

(2) Any person who hinders or obstructs the person
superintending the exhibition shall be guilty of an offence and
liable on conviction to a fine of one hundred naira.

7. The Minister may make regulations generally for the
purposes of this Part of this Act, and without limiting the
generality of such power regulations may be made—

(a) for prescribing the procedure and fees payable on
application for a licence and the terms, conditions and
restrictions to be imposed;

(b) for controlling and regulating the production of any
film intended for exhibition so as to prevent the
performance of undesirable or dangerous acts or the

exhibition of any film not otherwise a red under
this Act; PRraved

(¢) for prescribing fire safety conditions to be observed on
gvrheér}lses ;N'l[ihl'n (e meaning of this Part of this Act
obselfveiixfg glonsfare given, and conditions to be

s I'the salety and control of persons s
ibiti of persons attending
any cxhibition; persons atle

(d) :(l)l” Plr%'s:c]-,!)mg any qu'ligulur make or dCSL‘l‘iplmll of
SURLIES m“.dl,"m"b'C or of a dangerous nature:

(¢) {)(;'-':P'Ilacsﬁ!.lb-”v]g the penaltics 1o be imposed for the
uxt‘d l'” mrgulull‘uns under this Part of this Act. not

> M ot ] s N ; o

r(),.tlL\:/(')”ﬁ ' e QUuur hundred naira or imprisonment

oflenes izg‘u',\ or for both: and in addition. where the

[“”,w' >['n|' '-‘l L.‘lﬁllllllllll\g‘ﬂllk‘. for i fine not C\L"Ccdillg en

dira tor each le_\f dlll'lng which the offence continues
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8. Nothing in this Part of (hic
R s Part of this Act shall apply to an
exhibition on premises to which the public are ng]z gdmittcd}f

PART II1.—SUPPLEMENTAL

9. In this Act, unless the context otherwise requires—

“the board” mecans the federal b
: al board of fi under
Part I of this Act; Im censors

“celluloid™ mcl_udes substances containing nitrated solutions
or other nitrated products;

“cinematograph” includes any apparatus for the projection of
S:n_le}rged Images by means on a screen or elsewhere;
“exhibition” means the display or showing of pictures or
other optical effects by means of a cinematograph;
“film” means a film designed for use with a cinematograph
(not being a film of eight millimetres or less in width) and
includes film containing celluloid or other materials of an
inflammable or dangerous nature as may be prescribed

by regulations under this Act;

“Minister”” means the Minister charged with responsibility
for the control of the exhibition of films;

“occupier” with reference to premises includes any manager
or any person who receives the rent of premises;

“premises” includes land, buildings, and any ship.

10. (1) This Act may be cited as the Cinematograph Act.

(2) Nothing in this Act shall be construed so as to restrict
or limit the right of the legislature of a State to make provision
for the censorship and control of the exhibition of any film in
4 State additional to that prescribed by Part T of this Act so
however that where a State, in the exercise of its powers,
on for censorship and control of the exhibition
this Act, any such provision shall
bject to this Act.

makes provisi _
of a film inconsistent with
he construed and have effect su

Exemption
for certain
exhibitions.

Interpreta-
tion.

Short title
and
application.
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