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MESSAGE ¥ ROM
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PRESIDEN] OLUSEGUN OBASANJO
youth arc the foundation of 4 socicty.

' ecide ‘ Iheir energy, inventiveness, character and
oricntation ¢ e pace of development ang the security of a nation. Through

their creative talents and labour pow

. = €T, a nation makes giant strides in economic
development and socio-political atta

1S tnments. In their dreams and hopes, a nation
founds her motivation; on their energies, she builds her vit

o ality and purpose. And
because of their dreams and aspirations. the future of a n

_ _ ation is assured.

It is for thls‘rcason that the formulation and implementation of'a viable Youth
Development Policy is not only a moral responsibility but also an imperative for
any well-meaning Administration. Previous governments in Nigeria attempted to
address the issue of how best to haress the creative energies and dynamism of
youth for overall national development. However. the strategies for implementation
of some of those policies have not been observably ettective, due to a varicty of
well-known reasons. The result is that a significant number of youth have become
disillusioned about their future.

Itis my conviction that youth constitute Nigeria’s only real hope (or a great
future. 1 have therefore taken a critical look at the plight of Nigerian youth and
caused to be prepared a consensus blue print for their development. Consultations
were held nation-wide with relevant youth organizations, administrators, and non-
governmental organizations through Zonal Youth Summits. Their reconciled views
form the basis of this Dralt Policy Document which you are all here to deliberate
for final adoption.

The policy objcctives enunciated in the Document will provide the guidelines
for the strategies to be adopted on the systematic implementation and ddministration
of the policy provisions. This revised National Youth Development Policy is aimed
at capturing the Spirit, the Essence, the Purpose and the Charisma of our new
National Youth Agenda.

Government will muster the political will to implement the Policy and will
remain committed to the strategic plan of implementation outlined in this Document.
All well-meaning Nigerians and stakeholders in youth affairs are enjoined to support
our effort to realise the laudable policy objectives which are designed to address
the needs, problems and aspirations of our youth and, in so doing, build for Nigeria
A lasting legacy of consistent development and ensure, for all, the great future of

our dreams.

CHIEF OLUSEGUN OBASANJO .
resident, Commander-in-Chief offhe A rmed Forces
Federyy Republic of Nigeria

~——
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Chapter One
lNTRODUCﬂON

11 BACKGROUND

ny nation can have. Not only are
ers. they are, potentially and actually
s development. They serve as good

to which a coumr_\ can reproduce as well as sustain
?Q fthoirvitalise - T
tself. The extent of theirs itality. responsible conduet, and roles in society is
ated with the development of their country.

e
.\‘zocna s population is predominately voung. Therefore, the present

Administration, having gi\'en due consideration to the significance of the
youth in socio-economic and political development, has found it most
desirable. necessa;}‘ and urgent to initiate this National Youth Development
Policy so that there will be a purposeful. focused. well articulated and well
directed effort aimed at tapping the energy and resourcefulness of the vouth
and harnessing them for the vitality, growth, and development of the country
well into the 21+ Century. This resolve and commitment to the development
of the vouth has been reinforced by resolutions of various international
organizations which draw attention to the need to concretely address the
problems of the youth and empower them, (e.g. Commonwealth Plan of
Action for Youth Empowerment approved in May 1998).

The National Youth Development Policy is an official declaration of
the importance of the youth in national development. It is indicative of the
readiness of the Federal Government to meet the needs and aspirations of
the youth as well as seek solution to their problems. It sets guidelines for all
stakeholders to empower the youth to realise their potentialities and take
advantage of the opportunities available to make positive contributions to
the wc]lybcina of their communities and the society as a whole.

The policy takes into account the range of problems faced ' the

vouth, anticipates the challenges that they are likely to confront and o.. i8S .
’ ’ " =

d t
appropriate objectives policies, programmes and implementation plans w
c ) ot ‘

will be put in place so as 1o ¢cmp
destiny as well as make them active participants in the shaping of™v's

ower the vouth to take charge of t! »ir
~lnds of

~disabled

and economic destiny of our nation. The policy also recognizes tha.

LE—.
———

=
~1
h
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1.3

. o F e
National Youth Policy

hat differences exX1st among them
1¢
and 1

p i specific and speg;
peencous categon address the sp Pecig]

are not a hom
Therefore, the p
needs of each of sevel .

Furthermore, the policy "
| Objectives and Dire )

L i 'ons
| Rights) of the 1999 Co- o
hi he 1n

Nigeria, provisions which demand t

i fbuildi

in the task 0 e a part;
partners and StakehO]d?rS. iration recognises that the youth are a particuly,
the administra S

sions that
olicy contains prov 1S10  erOuE.
) al identified targe ‘:1 by the provisions of chapters X
forme ) -
ve Principles of State Policy) and 1y
CRuncaaEnts tution of the Federal Republic of
undaat

F 1gerians as e :
(Fundamenta vement of all Nigerians qual

neg and developing our nation,
o

Finally, ion, that is sensitive, energetic, active and iy,
segmentofthe nartons popl;]tit:fz'nl,ife as citizens. Hence. the Government jg
:;l;el;x:?iiep;otiuf}:il;epP::::sZive, creative and all—il.lclusi}ff: N;\.trioln\a-l‘ \t’outh
Development Policy to generate maximum.express1on o.i ) Ol:l't 1 I:I u-ca 1\.';1)‘
and productivity, ingenuity and freedom in the context (?i an a;.)pmprmu
environment for self-expression, self-sustenance and self-actualiz

ation by
the youth.

DEFINITION OF YOUTH
The way in which

a nation defines its youth is re]

ated to the objective
conditions and realitie

pecially historical and

at need to be addressed.
ters and varj

s that exist on the ground ecs

socio-economic and political issues th
nations use

contemporary

Thatis why difference parame
youth. For the purpose

Policy, the

ables in defining their
ofexecution of Nj geria’s National Youth Development
youth compriseg of all Young persons of ages 18 to 35, who are

citizens of the Fedar. ic of NIt
tizens .ol the Federy| Republic of Nigeria, T his category represents the
most active, the mog; volatile, anq y

Population socio-economically
3

€rrespects

YOUTH PROyyy

The 199 Population

8rowth rate o1 % ELLCHSUS s Nigeria’s POpulation gt 88.9million. At

—~ ‘l‘ a . . )

in the yegy 2000. The 00]:1!: Ltlm: s was Projecteq 1 be around I 15 million

instance, SIX out of ey, 1Iy. 3 Pulatiop 'S predominate] /oung. For
The o Y '8Criang 40 und nately young

1 R e Pol)lllall()n of t] fder 25 Years ofage.

about 3 Million iy, 1 ¢ 105 Clwe

° the ages of 15 and 34 W&
¢ ; i and of
ales wi, ofevery three Nigerians; and

- P million (53%) were females-I
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The 1991 Census indjcat
as youth in the Policy is 225 1:;:5(::?:):}:)enlcoct)iltpofpumtion Ofth'ose'dcrmed
it was estimated to be around 28 million in 200(2) (es\c/:zrf\foir Ij'lg(inar;sf?;)d
This represents over 70% of al| youth and adolescents Z?tgc l: c:n15;34.
Forty-four percent (44%) of these are male while fifty-six erccntg(56%) arc;
females. About 17 million of these, or 61%, live in the ruer arcas, while 11
milliﬂn_(m' 39%) live in the urban areas, defined as settlemcn’ts with a
population of over 20,000. Of those who live in the rural areas, 62% are
females while 38% are males in the urban areas, the gender distr,ibution is
fifty-fifty (see Appendix II).

However, being a vulnerable group with peculiar but un-met needs

and aspirations, a majority of the youth face problems, the highlights of
which include the following:

° Inadequate parental care;

° Non availability of suitable sports and recreational facilities;
° Moral decadence in the society;

° Lack of appropriate role models;

° Religious fanaticism;

° Cult activities;

° Political manipulation of youth organizations;
° Unemployment and undef—employment;

° Poor education;

° Breakdown of family values; and

. In-discipline.

To these can be added mounting health and social welfare problems. For

example, although between 43% and 53% of youth are sexually active,

most Jack adequate information and services to promote and protect their

reproductive health.
There is also the rapid rate of increas S
(STDs). I 11V and AIDS. Youth are the most vulnerable to infection and to

inadCCwa’[c care and treatment.
Similarly, quitc a number of tl
disabilities. The 1991 census data indic

e of sexually transmitted diseases

e youth are afflicted by all kinds of
ate that one out of every three disabled
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1.4

e ———

R

om the deaf, the dumb, the bling,

\y handicapped Rehabilitation and vocationyy
he mentally h rossly inadequate and ill-equippeq,
blcd‘afC g ;roxilﬂatc]y 33% of all youth have
avon, 4P according to gender, 45% femaeg
of males have no formal educatig,

e -rln c ﬁ'
sersons is a young person. I'hese rang

the crippled, to .
training centres for the disa

In terms of formal educ |
formal education. When differentiated
have no formal education, while 55%

ithout forma ation
¢ “these youth without formal educe . D
Many of these youth ocioeconomic exploitation apg

are vulnerable to unemploymen

: | as to s
and under-employment as wel . '
deprivation. About 50% of all those in the age category of 15 to 34 years are

not gainfully employed. Most of those with same semb]ancc. of g.ai-n'ful
employment are involved in informal sector, low-level C.COTIOITIIC activities
c.g. street hawking of wares and commission of remuneration. Consequently,
they are the pool from which youth labour is exploited, and they are susceptible
to crime, delinquency, and other vices.

The range, extent and magnitude of the problems which confront the
Nigerian youth require a committed and determined effort on the part of all
stakeholders in order to help them achieve their potentiality and make them
appropriate partners in the task of national development. And the problems

nced to be urgently addressed so that they can be adequately empowered
and enabled to play active roles as particip

ants in the shaping of their own
destiny as well as

in the building and development ofthe Ni gerian nation.

ISSUES IMPINGING ON THE NIGERIAN YOUTH
Itisthe responsibility of the Governme

: | ntand other stakeholders to constantly
identify and address the

needs and problems of the youth with the full

817¢ them and ge( them seriously
and socio-e
ofthe y
rms O[‘COIlCretc
1that he o

Past attempts at conomic development.
outh were characterized by
Action. Even the little that was
Sult was

addressing the problemg
muchrrhetoric and liye inte

being done lacked focus syl

productive, arginal, when not counter

o
i S—— u i
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1.5

The nature of the

socio-politj
had prevailed in the country i
the nceds and aspirationg ot
it can be said

ffer .
- sl nsolRer ert o ed more neglect than encouragement and
Nt by the Governmeny, Contcmpomrily, they sufter from

different kinds of sociocconomic deprivations and affliction w

) . . hich have been
ensified with pr r
int | , }?l.olonged military ryle and acute economic crisis. Thus,
Government’s efforts, when made. |
]

. 1ave generally tended to be too little, too
late. The institutional framework fo;

Foubli licv b > and plan implementation mechanisms
ublic polic B i e
s policy have been very weak, inefficient and ineffective, such that

they hardly ever facilitated the actualization of desired policy goals.

that Nigerian youth havye su

BRIEF HISTORY OF THE DEVELOPMENT OF YOUTH POLICY
IN NIGERIA

Since independence in 1960, successive Nigerian governments have initiated
programmes and projects aimed at the youth. These range from in——school
education programme for physical and mental development to out-of-school
programme aimed at shaping the character and behaviour of the youth, as
well as promoting competitive spirit and national unity and integration. In-
school programme include the formation of clubs, encouragement of sporting
activities and other out-door activities, with discipline instilling organizations
such as Boys Scouts, Girls Guide and Man O"War. Out of school cfforts
include facilitation of the emergence and development of voluntary self-help

associations which contribute to community development, skills and

vocational training programmes, competitive activities and cultural festivals.
In the decades of 1970°s and 1980’s, the Federal Government elevated
h development by the establishment of a Ministry of
nue base of the state, arising

sulted in the allocation of

programme of yout
Youth and Sports for instance. Expanded reve

from increased petroleum export earnings, e -
substantial resources in the funding of such programme. State Governments

d to establish similar Ministrie
youth, sports, cultural and

. s at their own level and to
were encourage

initiate their own community development
Initiate their o
programmes.

At the Federal le

was launched in 1973,t0p

vel the National Youth Service Corps programme
, d integration and expose

romote national unity an .
les and community

v R AT »adership ro
graduates of tertiary 1nsl[tLlllf)n'5 t(:hl(:?Ob marlpiet. The Citizenship and
. . hefore joining
development projects before J

\\“&*————/’?f?}///

’
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National Yourh Policy
ini re
Leadership Training Centre, She

i mes an
: —_ _duration programt ' .\ .
lntenSlly 1tS ShOl’t dur l irts and Cultu[’ﬂl fesnvals were alSO Organ!Sed ln
A 4 2 Sp
for lcadership. Nationa

1 ] 1 . OuraOeH .
th () f arci deﬂ[ltlcatlon d“d Cnc ent t
9 7 4 9 2 or the rese l ) 1 S 1
(& 1 O S and l 8 S 1 0

talent amongst the youth. o
However, the first attempt to introduc : o ole |

the 1983. This was followed with the drafting of an mclusive Socia]
c . Aas a5 o o e o o
Development Policy for Nigeria in 1989. providing the basis for a reviey of
the first Policy on Youth. Regrettably, by the early 1 990°s, these commendab)e
efforts aimed at Youth Development started to suffer tremendous neglect,

Hills, Jos, was developed and Made |,
d courses for youth with POtentjg

National Youth Policy wagj,

Besides, the policy attempts hardly provided a concrete framework fo,
? = - .

addressing the heightened problems confronting the vouth. This was partly

because the implementation mechanism of the policy were weak and

ineffective, and also partly because of the macro-economic and socio-politicyl
environment was not conducive.

Thus, in the 1990°s youth development came to be ncreasingly equated
with sporting activities and competitions. Even then, these

vere not given
the necessary policy and mate

rial support that they required. Programmes
for civil education and leadership training suffered a serious set back. The
vas hardly addressed
dismantled the Ministry of Youth

Issuc of empowerment - The Federal Government

and Sports, and many State Governments
the late 1990°s it |y
the most neglecte

ol
an increase of preventab)e disea

the youth, dcclining school enr

followed suit. C onscquently, by
Nigerian youth were probably

gaverise to the heightened jny

ad become evident that
d by their government. This
vementof youth in crimes and delinquency,

Sesand other health relateq problems among
olme
Clearly, the prevailing situat;

continue, as a nation can only

nd t _ :
Youth Development Policy, he development of this new Nationa!

380 ! ——
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1.6

-,

"~

ggfll::\y:w OF THE NATIONAL YOUTH DEVELOPMENT

¢ nation as constituﬁing the most
T ek al development. I correctly guided, adequately
mobilized and fully Integrated into the fabric of society, they will bring to

rvoir of energy, resourcefulness, creativity
and dynamism; they can also consti

survival, if lefi to drifi, remain y

They administration a)s

national devclopment 4 great rese

nemployed and misguided.

O recognises that the ability and capacity of
‘om, and contribute to national development
tical will of Government, the legitimacy and
Youth Development policy, as well as the

appropriateness and adequacy of the institutional arrangements it puts in
place to administer the policy and programmes.

depend essentially on the poli
credibility of its Nationa]

Thus, this policy recognises the inadequacies and failure of previous
youth policies; benefits from far-reaching consultations and studies involving
a wide spectrum of the youth, their organizations, administrators, non-
governmental bodies, and other stakeholders nationwide; and attempts to
fundamentally address the needs of all Nigerian youth.

With definitive vision and mission statements, the policy outlines the
guiding values and clearly specifies the objectives to be achieved. The ri ghts
and obligations of the youth, as well as the obligations of government and
parents, are enumerated. Also stated are key strategic areas of thrust of the
Policy, such as youth empowerment, youth socialization/education/training,
youth recreation/sports, youth employment, and youth organizations, Priority
target groups of youth are identified and appropriate priority programme
arcas firmly indicated.

Finally, unlike in previous attempts, this policy provides for appropriate
enabling legislative, ‘institutional, budgetary/funding and monitoring and
cevaluation framework forits effective implementation.

381
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Chapter ) oE ANG
‘a1SSION, VALUES; SCO
- CTIVES

~ oBJECTVES
_______——-—'-_—\

2L, VISION STATENEL f a positive future role of the youth i,
i icy is one O
The vision of this policy 1s on
national socio-economic development. I )
youth to fully realise their potentialities an

development of Nigeria.

tis the vision of empowered Nigeriap
positively contribute to the overy)|

2.2 MISSION STATEMENT ) - “hone. <alf
The mission of the policv is to build a youth with a sense of hope, self-

confidence, imagination, creativity and pride in the nation’s heritage; youth
who represent hope in the future of Nigeria; youth who are disciplined, well
focussed, law abiding and good citizens; youth full of the spirit of
entreprencurship, selfreliance, mutual cooperation, understanding and respect;
youth who are not corrupt and self-serving; youth with equality of
opportunity, frce from gender and other forms of discrimination, exploitation
and abusc; youth who imbibe a culture of'democracy and good governance;
youth who take pride in our diverse cultural heritage and geographic

conditions; and youth committed to the ideal of national unity and development

as enshrined in the 1999 Constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria.
The National Youth Development Policy is guided by the following

value s?/slm‘ns. which arc enshrined in the 1999 Constitution of the Federal
Republic of Nigeria,

° Social Justice

° Equality ot‘Opportunity

° Transparency and Accountability

° Self-reliance and Selfless

° Hard-work and l?nlrepreneurship

° Unity and Cooperation

o Respect for Human Rights

° Democracy ang Good Govemance
—_—
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2.4 SCOPE cles of the Federal Republic of Nigeria, Vol
- erida, ol. One
As a sctofclear, fi
a setofclear, firm and formal
st

and plans of actj atement —_—_
["action on the s ol objectives, targets, programmes

developme ; general status
nt ol th tus, role :
| ¢ youth ¢ . : , well-being, g
youth as a distinct socio-econ 4 prowh e
: 3 omic category in

contemporary Nigeri
1920118 . .
contintiots-in gerian society, this policy encon
lesi d‘ 1provement of the struct ' s -
desienced to cre: ures, instituti . :
| & to crcate conditions for tt batiasagdRpmREE
advancement of the ri 1e propagation et
erriohtsiofili £ ., protection and
= ¢ youth, the
) ; enhancement of their welfar
heir welfare,

and the provisi :
S10 i
n of opportunities for their self-actualization

2.5 OBJECTIVES

‘The National Y
al Youth Deve i
owi 12 Development Policy will pursue and seck to fulfill the
ollowing objcctives:
<nsurc thatally are given ec iti
ur all vouth are given cqual opportunities and guided to reach
their full potentials,

right ol youth to choose, 10 make decision and accept

N :
Recognise the
sequences of their actions,

the con
ate values and positive atti

(udes among youth,

IFoster appropri
" fnculcate in the Nigerian youth the virtues of patriotism,
discipline, selfless serviee, honesty and integrity,
ership values and make

suth leadership and follow

ble and accountable,

comprchcnsivc prog
good and pro
her in, or out of sch
ployment and self-re
h as drug abuses and
seases, | [IV/AIDS,

8 Inculcate in the ¥
ally responsi

ramme for youth
ductive citizens,
ool, for
liance,

them 50OCI

* Develop and implement
alization 50 (hat they can become

pportun itic
ining gearedt

socl

s for youth whet
owards self-em
.outh problems suc

y Lransmittcd di

* provide ©

vocational trd
* Geck and offer solutions t0'y
addiction, (eenagt pregnancy;
cultisni, € nation malp

¢ in the vouth the spiri

sexuall

gami _ _
Iness and inventiveness

qdvcnlurc. .
i ofindividua] talents and infusc the

clopment
nse of inquiry and achievement,
i i h in the service

and ol
(e the dev
a keen s€

Promo
of their

youth with
d harncss tl

’/ = .
QIR
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%

. . ity oriented youtl
Encourage youth to join voluntary, community youth

i i in - their programmes
organizations andparticnpatcacuvcly in - their programmes,

izati similar region:
Facilitate interaction between organizations and sl gional

organizations, _
Establish and sustain the operations of appropriate structures that wiy,
. & > - ‘{' by -
create a healthy and responsible youth for a better Nigeria,
Advocate, provide and protect the legal. constitutional and legislatiy,
. ]

instruments as well as the framework for the implementation of the

policy’s programmes.

384 RS

Scanned with CamScanner



RIGHTS AND OBLIGATIONS oF 1

Chapter 0) hree
HE NIGERIAN YOUTH

~justas the government

The policy recognises that Nigerian

youth have rights as well as obligations,

T and parents haye obligations towards, their youth, all
of which need to be taken together

. A » urtured and promoted in the overall
interest of national development.

3.1 RIGHTS OF THE YOUTH

The rights, responsibilitics and oblj gations of Nigerian youth are contextualised

in the provisions of chapter four of the 1999 Constitution of the Federal

Republic of Nigeria which itemises the fundamental human rights of Nigerian

citizens as well as in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the

African Charter of 1Muman and Peoples Rights. This policy subscribes to all

the rights guaranteed by the 1999 Nigerian Constitution and other International

Charters, Covenants, and/or Conventions to which Nigeria is a signatory.
Among the most important of these rights which the youth shall equally

enjoy are the following:

° Freedom of opinion and expression,

° Freedom of thought and religion,

° Freedom of association,

° Freedom of movement,

° Right to security of life and property,

° Right to proper education and training,

° Right to leisure, cultural and sporting activities,

o Right to equal opportunities in employment and access to social
services, ) .

° Right to adequate shelter, health care, social and food s'ecunty.

° Right to be protected from any harassment and degrading, crud and.
human trecatment, and torture,

° Right to protection against the dangers.of.substance abuse,
alcoholism, sexual harassment and exploitation, HIV/AIDS; secret cults
and gender discrimination.
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National Youth Policy _____

y making in matters that affeq

i

e in decisio!
Right 10 p:ll‘ilClpalL in dect

e
o i amily life and non-interference in persopg)
° Rieht to privacys family
nmbttcrs such as cnrrcspomlcn.cc,
° Righttoa good and clean environment,
. Ri:zht to equal protection under the [aw, | |
° Rightto participate in National Development including matgery
that afTect them, . B |
. Riehts to be prolcctcd against harmtul traditional practices,
° Ri;ht 1o survivaland social, economic and cultural development
. ln:hc case of the disabled, the right to be provided with the

special treatment which his/her condition requires.

OBLIGATIONS OF THE YOUTH
Every set of rights that a person enjoys has corresponding sct ot obligations.
In order to make Nigerian youth tolerant,
outlines the following set of obligations to define
and

caring, responsible and productive

citizens, the policy
participation of the youth in the collective task of improving the living

working conditions of the Nigerian people:

o Promotion and defense of democracy and civility in the governance
of the country and in interpersonal relations with fellow citizens.

° Eschewing ethnic and religious bigotry,

° Eschewing all acts of violence and crimes, such as cultism, armed

robbery, street violence, alcoholism, substance abuse, prostitution and

SO on,

o Promotion of the principles of gender equality,

° Actlvel i.miol\-'cmcnt in the promotion of national unity, nationd
oot -help, self-respectability, cooperation and community

° Promotion of valucs of tolerance and responsible conduct,

" ~ sevvsatl ‘
Conservation and promotion ofthe

. . o and
) envir ot : utiond
s ridbiion, ronment against poll

' Respect for ;
. an B 1031 ™ as
d promotion of all symbols of national unity: such &

the Mag, the natj
) nt! H )
tional pledge and the national IR,
¢ 8 [ C 3

e —— i /
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. are empowered to discharge their obligatio

— - Policioy the Federat R, blic of Niseria, Vol. One
. Promotion o3 hcalthy, respons;j :

ble and Tespectable lifestyle free from

communicable diseases, alcohgy and drugs
Strive to be law ahiq: )
* knowlede blla“ abiding Iespectable and enlightened citizens,
c 2
\Ctive ; seableabout theirrights ag well as duties and obligations
Ve inv nt ; .
* ACHIYE mvolvement in the Promotion of natjonal unity and national
development,
°  Strivetobeactively involved in maters that affect them,
° Be good ambassad

ors of Nigeria abroad and promote international
peace and harmony.

’

OBLIGATIONS OF GOV ERNMENT,
TOWARD THE YOUTH

The government, parents ang guardians hay

PARENTS AND GUARDIANS

¢ obligations to ensure that youth
ns to society. The policy accepts
to create the enabling environment for the right

and psychological conditioning for the youth.
Their obligations include the following:

° Provide conducive

that they have a responsibility
kind of orientation, education

atmosphere for the mental, emotional and physical
development of the young persons,

Nurture the youth in warmth and affection in an atmosphere of peace
and harmony,

Constantly provide counselling, support and guidance in accordance
with their specific and peculiar needs,

. Provide shining role models for the youth through responsible and
ethical conduct and leadership by example,

e Create opportunities for the youth to be involved in making decisions
that affect them, the environment and society,

’ Teach human rights values, social justice, equity, fairness and gender
equality, .

- Recognise their capacities, their individualities, according to age

maturity, and allow whenever possible their choice of educationg] fields
C )

and carcers,

5 Provide adequate funding for education and equal opportunities to be
C —
educated, ) .
. Provide adequate funding for sustainable youth development projects.
¢ < (=
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4.2 PATHWAYS
£.2.1 EDUCATION AND VOCATION
The pm-. 1siot Of educalk il n;';".."'.-. nitics or Yo dhois i !mul.nm’nhf |'h.'
rable state viahle and vibrant pation

hed % Yy Fhat e 3
e o SATUMRL, R0, LRgls

requisite for build:
as wellas

smal and non-formal education, basic,

his is in respect of both &
technical and vocational oducation, as leaming tak e place in and out of school
environments. A sigaificant percentage of Nigerian youth s illiterate, and

wently catered for,

their educational needs should be adequately and urg
particularly in the I-ducationally Less Developed States.

Furthermore. there is the need to expand enrollment, and sig_niﬁc;imll"
well a¢

increase the percentage of transition from primary to secondary, 4%
g, (yiven the

from secondary to tertiary levels of the education sector
evanct

importance of education, the policy places emphasis on quality and ¢
of education: as well as. on accessibility and equity in educational pms-’isif)”'

The Universal Basic Education (UBE) programme will actualise these 4
youth up 10

secondary school level. Other important areas of vouth education which ¢

policy addresses include the following:

make it possible for education to be compulsory and free for all
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. Provision of specialized

educatiopg) programm
cater for the needs of those With disabilities
-

, Provision of qualitative educ
creativity, self devy ‘elopment
employment for the vouth.

. Provision of vocationa] training for
reliant and emplovable Citizens.

. Expansion of non-formal luerac_\' programmes to capture voung
persons as well as adults.

. Guarantee of equitable a

es and institutions (o

ation ip schools, which
and prospects ¢ for selfar

wuld enhance
i gainful

e vouth to make them self-

iucational opy portunities irrespective

of sex. ethnic baukﬂro ind, religious beliet geographical location or

social and economic circumstances.,

° Reform of the curricula of secondary schools and tertiary imnstitutions
with a view to cs!ﬂb]ishim_ an appropriate symmetry between tormal

education and the requirements of the job market, as well as

establishing appropriate linkage between tertiary institutions and

industries,

. Introduction and /or expansion of carcer gurdance and counselling in
both secondary schools and tertiary institutions,

. Promotion of health education and family planning techniques,

. Elimination of child labour and early parenthood,

. Promotion of basic and compulsory literucy programmes at all levels,

22 GAINFUL  EMPLOYMENT AND  ENTREPRENEURIAL
DEVELOPMENT
Empowering the capacity of youth for gainful employment is another areq
that is given priority by the Policy. Gainful employment is one of the most
Important avenues through which the youth add value to the development of
their countrv. The transition from adolescence to youth and to full adulthood
Will be circtimscribed by the principle of creating job opportunities for them,
S0 that they can becon;e productive and useful adults. Th.us., .thc policy is
anchore( c;n the efficacy of preparing the youth for accessibility -l(.) g‘fi"“‘ I
and sustajnable self-employment and other employment opportunities in the
COllntry_

Establishment of Health Education Clubs

Establishment of Drug-free Clubs

Establishment of HI V/AIDS Awareness Clubs.

P —— —
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EATION )
4.3.2 SPORTS AND RECR t1cilitate and enhance both physical and men,

uth. The objective of the policy on theg,
fit, alert and physically strop,

Sports and recreation greatly

growth and development of the yo

r
evelop and promote a mentally . | |
t can favourable compare with any group in the

o competitive spirit and the value of tegp,

issues is to d
and agile Nigerian youth tha
world; it is also aimed at promotin

work, through sporting competitions. Theretor | ¢
f teamwork, through sporting competitions, the

e, the policy places emphasis

on the development 0

development of sports and other rec . :
infrastructure and facilities for these, and the creation of conducive

reational activities, the provision of

environment for healthy competitive sports both within the country and abroad,

In particular, the policy will pursue the following:

° Expansion and development of sporting and recreational facilities and
related infrastructure in educational institutions and in the community,

° Promotion of sporting competitions to motivate the youth with and

drive them towards excellence in educational institutions and in the

community,

° Encouragement of sporting events and facilities for youth with
disabilities,

° [nculcation of the value of sports and leisure as productive alternatives

to aimlessness, idleness, drug abuse and crimes.

4.3.3 ARTS AND CULTURE

I'he promotion of arts and culture is an important vehicle for appreciating

and respecting the good aspects of our heritage since no society could

afford to discard its cherished pastand traditiona] values; they represent the

. ' respectand path through which generations learn the
skills and techniques of social relations, survival

On this issue, the policy w

sense of identity, self-

and societal regeneration.

Il introduce Programmes aimed at inculcating in
our young ones the need to appreciate ang Iespect the good aspects of our

m for the elderly, being our
> the disadvantaged and the less

| : I as the valyes of self-help, hard work,
respect for one another. In this respect, the Policy seeks t0

cultural heritage, such as Teéspect and conce

cooperation and

do the following:

390 —
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4.3.4

4.4
4.4.1

° Promote the teaching of oyp cullurl c: vf’-h r""".’"’ Fepblc of Nigerl, Vol One

° Encourage artistic ang cultural acti?/' je“tage Wi
and other countries, ies among the youth of Nigeria

° Pro : T
(li('l’l(:'(c)lllz::lbl‘],du wanding of; and respect for our diverse cultural

° INCOLTa g ——_
i::tzli::ﬁ:lcll]:g:l:(::Zi?:ﬁ)?f th'c 800.(1 éspectls of our cu.l tural values to

. Promote G ompetiiog '1 Or national integration and. unlt?f, .

among the youths so that their artistic talents
can be nurtured and developed,

° Encourage the establishment of schools of music and theatre arts.

.ENVIRONMENT

The National Youth Development Policy is environment friendly. It provides

for the inculcating of the virtues of environmental preservation, protection

and conservation among the youth. The aim is to encourage them to play
active leadership roles in improving the environment and the ecosystem. The
policy will:

° Promote programmes and projects that create awareness among the

-youth of the dangers of pollution and environmental degradation.

° Encourage the participation of the youth in programmes that are
aimed at cleaning the environment of pollutants such as polythene
bags and rubbish dumps.

° Encourage the participation of youth in dealing with the problem of
desert encroachment and soil erosion, through tree planting and other
effective and creative methods.

° Encourage the establishment of environment protection clubs by the
youth. |

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION ISSUES

CIVIC AND CITIZENSHIP TRAINING

aw abiding citizens as a necessary condition for

( be overemphasized. Such citizens are not only

ligations, they also become actively engaged in

the political afTairs ol their country, both in building an-d in national C(l:ortc?mic

development. This National Youth Dcvclopmc‘nt Policy placesel'np 1:'-15'15 ox;

the l,.,lillilju ol vouth for leade and citizenship responsibilities for nationa
¢ & J

The need for civil and |
societal development canno

awarc of their rights and ob

rship

—

e e 391
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o objectives of the policy with regary

1“ are (0.
sternalize the virtues of the

pment. Sp;uhcqnv th

and lL‘ldéI\hl

d well focuse

unity and develo
to civics, citizenship e s uth b
ed Vo
e Producca purpo:d'ul an " d culture.
itiv <ocietal values.
positive aspects ofours e \
Nurt th that will have a deep ® onse ol “pespol ‘Nblh{\ Clv lll! and dis ‘i-‘hi‘:e‘
° u ure ):Ou a ; - Py » F b} \‘ i
dth . for selfsacrifice hard work. creativity and originality in dealing
and the capacity -s2 = g
with public and national 1ssues.
o  Promote the emergence. =
qualities, sens¢ of equity ¢ and

participation and cooperation W it

lopment ofvouth with good leadership

arowth and deve
and a disposition oW ards active

\

\o,gl.u i‘l\i
to public and national issues,

h respe
nocracy and good governance among the

universal values ol {der
jamaging umpact of militarism on

e Inculcate the
31}\ undo the «

youth, in order to svslcm.ﬂu

their psyche arising from prolonged militaiy rule.

sortion of the National Youth Service

o Devote a significant proj period of the

Corps (NYSC) programme to leadership and ¢z cnship training and

community development activities.

4.4.2 PARTICIPATION IN SELF-HELP AND COM MUNITY
DEVELOPMENT
One of the good pillars ofour iraditional societies have is a long and cherished
radition of mass particip: tion in decision making and implcmcnluli(m on
matters that affect our collecuve well-being. The youth have ()LLUPIL(' unique
position in this endeavour.
As the youth clearly represent a core asset in our effort to improve the
living and working condi i
1 3t i
K | ion of our people; this policy will promote the spit
of youth involvement and p: :
o and participation in decision making in all matters thal
cct their well-being as well as
encourage and support all programmes that
are aimed at involving them in the task of
of national development, promoting

national unity and con

Y & 1munity develo l
e - “help
associations. pment using voluntary sell
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5.1

3.2

Similarly, there are some categories

roble i '
problems, which require concerted, focused, and well targeted attention.

Accordingly, and having due regard to current socioeconomic and
political realities, the policy identifies target groups for particular attention:
students in post-primaiy schools; students in tertiary institutions; out of school,
unemployed youth; female adolescent youth with disabilities; youth with the
health problems; youth engaged in substance abuse, cultism, crime and
delinquency.

STUDENTS IN POST-PRIMARY SCHOOLS (THE PRE-YOUTH)

The focus of the policy with respect to those who are of the age category of
12- 17 years, is to provide equitable access to relevant and qualitative education
for them so that by the time they attain the age of 18 years, they would have
been adequately prepared to face the challenges of youth proper. This entails
expansion of enrolment and adequate provision of classrooms, trained
teachers, instructional materials and curricula that can produce well-informed,
enlightened, responsible, intellectually able, vocationally skilled, mentally sound
and physically competent young citizens. It also entails, in the short and
medium term, compulsory and free educational opportunities at this level, to
prepare them adequately for ently into tertiary institutions and/or for gainful

employment. Additionally, there is recognition of the need to create an enabling

environment to facilitate and enhance the learning process in the critical fields

of humanities. science and technology and the environment. For this pre-
1

youth group, the Policy will achieve the following: w
Promotion of extra-curricular activities through vol}lnta{y associations and C}Ut.’&
bating, Current Affairs, Historical and Cultural Affairs

C

and established organiz
Girls Guide, Boys Brigade, ctc.
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Nabional Youth Py tional and competitive m
poth recreat , for healgy

5.3

,ames and Sports,
a] development,

uction, iV
nce and techno
d technical tra

d counselling.
for both staff and students wity

Promotion of
mental and physic
Re-introduction 0 fmoral instr
Promotion of tcaching of scie
vocational skill in agriculture an
Promotion of the career guidance and €Ot
Promotion of quality education and discipline
the involvement of parents.
Enforcement of enrolment and retention of g.irls
Introduction of reproductive and health education,

who have to cope with problems peculiar to them. ' ’ '
Encouragement and promotion of gender sensiive curricula for the achievement

of national goals, especially in a rapidly changing world in the context of

-csand civility in the curricula,
logy, as well as the teaching of

des.

in schools.
especially for female students

globalization.
Establishment of HIV/AIDS Awareness Clubs and encouragement of

membership therein.

STUDENTS OF TERTIARY INSTITUTIONS
With respect to this category of youth, who are predominantly in the age
f 18-35 years, the policy seeks to prepare them for gainful

category o
and significant leadership and citizenship roles in social, political

employment

and economic development.

The current state of tertiary education is a matter of major concer,
which the policy addresses. The absence of'a conducive teaching and learning
environment has to some extent compromised the standard of education in
our tertiary institutions. Thus the policy focuses on improving the quality of
education and existence for this category of students. Highly skilled and well
educated and trained manpower in all fields of human endeavour is an important
asset that no nation can do without. Hence the curricula must keep pace with
the ever changing modern information technology in this era of globalization 10
enable the country gain a competitive advantage in the global economy. Hencé;

the following policy provisions:

Provision of assistance to indigent students
bl

Promotion of the use of new information technology in all aspects of teaching
and learning in tertidry institutions,

Development of critical fields of knowledge in basic and applied science and

technology,
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Reforming the teaching of General Studies

necessary emphasis on imparting good citize

skills,

, mtroduqlon of effective scl?cmc.s to deal with the problems of cultism, gang-
related violence and other vices in these institutions on a continuous basis

» Promotion of democratic student unionism to serve as launching grounds,for
the training of youth in leadership roles and democratic culture.

programmes so that they place
nship and leadership values and

54 OUT-OF-SCHOOL, UNEMPLOYED AND UNDER EMPLOYED
YOUTH
For this category of youth, regardless of age, the policy provides the
opportunity to acquire skills needed for gainful employment and be productive
persons, who will add value to the development of the society. It will also
introduce programmes and projects that can empower this category of youth,
for both self-employment and other modes of gainful occupation. Specifically,
the Policy will:

» Establish data bank of all out-of-school, unemployed and under-employed
youth,

*  Promote programmes for skill acquisition for the unemployed youth, organised
by such government institutions as the National Directorate for Employment,
as well as by voluntary non-governmental organisations,

*  Promote programmes that provide financial and/or material assistance to trained
but unemployed/underemployed youth so that they can become gainfully self-
employed.

*  Create public works programmes through which the government can provide
work experience and skills training, as well as temporary employment
opportunities for youth.

*  Creale a social sccurity programme to assist unemployed youth, lessen their
burden of meeting basic needs for a specified period, as well as prevent them

from resorting to activities to cope with the burden of unemployment and

under-employment. :
f the girl-child has long been a major problem of concern

and deserve priority attention. Many of this category of young persons have

been victims of sexual harassment, physncal violence z'md abuse, labour
as well as negative attitudes and cultural

interest and

The right o

exploitation, gender discrimination, X
. . o N T4 B4 OmOtC t e
Practices, The Policy therefore seeks to protect and pr

e et et e e S 395
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aspirations of th
motivate them to con
Specifically, the Policy W t
1 ‘emen
»  Establishment, improveme o
school programmes that are le.lll o
ing therl dienity 0 .
ting the rights and dignit) ) ot sddressing the peaulie. - .
promoling ¢ ammes that are aimed 2t addressing the peculig, sy,
" Clucaons bt . i s of women in geners
educational, health and reproductive problems of wo veneral.
2

e  Elimination of harmful tradit

particular the female adolescent youth, _ ol o
e  Encouragement of female enrolment and education, especia Y sclenge and

W

e female adolescent youth,
ional practices that affect women generally apg;.

technology, using a scheme of incentives and n:\\‘;lrd's. as wellas legally PUnitive
measures for non-compliance by parents or guardians,

®  Promotion of skills and leadership training aimed specifically at CMpowering
female youth for self and gainful employment as well as for areater participatioy
in, and contribution to community and national development,

* Provision of packages of financial and/or material assistance to female youth,
who have undergone training and have acquired skills for selfand sustainable
employment,

*  Elimination of all forms of discriminatory practices against employment of

females in all sectors of the national economy,

5.6 YOUTH WITH DISABILITIE

S AND/OR HEALTH PROBLEMS
All persons with disabilities h

ave fundamenta) ri ghts that need to be protected
7O L ) ¢ * o et T ) . TN
by g)(\i'u;nmm and the society, The S0CIely owes a special responsibility
towar SC W Nt: : b

S those with menta] apg physical disabilities but particularly to youth

Wi 1sabilitiec . _ .
ith such disabilities or with chromc, terminal, and communicable diseases.

s for taking care of the special needs of this

. ¥ may not fee| cless,
and hopeless. The Opportunit eft out, abandoned, us

A€ 1o be provided ip the following ways:
of pr Ogrammes,

The policy creates Opportunitje

®  Promotion of programmes th
.. at can em ith disabilities 10
positively contribute tq hationg] deve[opliower the youth with disabilities !
) ent
Promotion and adeqy ; ’
. quate fundmg of Program . [theare
needs of youth with Serious heg s Lo provide the hes

Ith /
AIDS and cancer, Problems, Such as TB, WF, STD, HIV

396

Scanned with CamScanner



—_—

5.7

S.8

Establishment of hea|th,

establishment of Non-governmentg] organ

YOUTH IN CRIME AND RELATED PROBLEM AREAS

The increasing involvement of the youth in substance ab

15, violent crimes,
cultism and armed robbery,

iIsa disturbing phenomenon, These social vices
are, 1o a considerable extent, products of our depressed economy, political
repression and instability under military rule, and the systematic abandonment
of the positive aspects of our cherished cultural values and traditions. To
reverse this trend, the policy provides opportunities and incentives which
can discourage and dissuade the youth concerned from such social vices
and criminal conduct and motivate them towards law-abiding conduct and -
greater responsibility.

Thus, the policy provides for the Jollowing:
Enlightenment programmes on the dangers of chronic substance abuses, cultism,
other forms of crime and delinquency, .
Establishment of rehabilitation centres for chronic substance abuses and drug
addicts, as well as for juvenile offenders,
Promotion of guidance and counselling for the youth especially using Youth
Development Centres to address the needs of out-of-school youth. -
Provision of education, skill-training and gainful employment opportunities
for youth in juvenile correctional institutions. .
Provision of aficr care facilities for ex-inmates of correctional institutions.
Observers of the UN standard minimum rules for the treatment of offenders.

Ensuring speedy trials for youth offenders.

TALENTED/GIFTED YOUTH .
There are many creative, gifted and talented youth, whose vast potentialities

. A ; lopment. The
are not being adequately harnessed and utilized for national develop

i egory of youth:
Policy thercfore, provides encouragement for this category o'y

R 397
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< odfving talented youth,

ve .1t of an effective process ofidenutying ‘ L
e Development ot ented youth th adequate incenti es and faciliteg
of all talented ¥¢

heir potentials.

rough
e Lincouragement

{0 assist them actualise t

5.9 POLICY REVIEW PROCESS

The National Youth Develo policy will be reviewed every five
o National Youth Deveids _ vese
t ements. e MW OPTOCESS
ears . g [t A2 PR e -~ > : ‘ . . . ‘
\ illbed tic and inclusive, am involve wide-range consultations ang
wi emocratic and Inclusive, nd B
t . especially the youth.

discussions with all the stakehoiders

—_ .
398 RS

Scanned with CamScanner



rm
—_—

Chapter Six
CONCLUSION
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0 CONCLUSION

Nigerian youth have great aspirations and expectations. They also have great
frustrations with the ineffective manner with which the successive governments
they looked up to with anticipation have mishandled the actualisation of their
aspirations. Indeed, the Nigerian youth have been experiencing profound
crisis of rising expectations.

A depressed and oppressive socio-economic and political environment
engendered by prolonged military rule has greatly contributed to poor policy
formulation and execution in all aspects of national life, particularly as it
concerns the youth.

With a new democratically elected civilian government and a liberalised
political context, the necessity for designing concrete policies and
implementing them has become a matter of urgent concern. It has particularly
become necessary to consciously and systematically address the serious
problems that have bedeviled disoriented and disempowered our youth. It is
in this context that the administration conceived and designed this National
Youth Development Policy.

The policy has attempted to set broad guidelines as well as general
and specific objectives for meeting the needs of the Youth, resolving the
problems affecting them, and empowering them to become active participants
in the task of socio-economic development and national unity. It has also
designed programmes and set out appropriate institutional mechanism for
their implementation. |

It has taken a long time for the problems to pile up and become
compounded and for the condition of our youth to deteriorate to the present
observable level. It will thus take time, patience and a lot of hard work before

all the constraints can be removed and the problems solved. But, this time

around, with this National Youth Development Policy in place, the government
is taking its obligations L0 the youth, and to the Nigerian people with regard
to the gencral improvement of the living and working conditions of all Nigerians
very seriously. The administration is especially mindful of the critical role of

an empowered and contented youth n national development and will therefore,

strive to bring the objectives of this policy to fruition.
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DISTRIBUTION OF PO

APPENDIX I

PULATION BY SINGLE YEAR

30 YEARS AND SEX (1991 CENSUS)

AGE 18

Age | Male Female Total

18 | 1,113,204(2.50%) 1,338,325(.01%) 2,451,565

19 | 552,167 (1.24%) 600,245 (1.35%) 1,152,412

20 | 1,447,212(3.25%) 2,236,469(5.03%) 3683681

21 | 454,202 (1.02%) 480,196(1.08%) 934,?

22| 565,521 (1.27%) 702,509 (1.58%) 1268035 |

23 | 467,561 (1.05%) 520,213(1.17%) 987,774 |

24 | 378,502(1.05%) 417,949 (.094%) 796,451

25 | 1,416,042 (2.18&) 2,045,280 (4.6%) 3,461,322

26 | 405,219 (0.91%). 449,072(1.01%) 854,291

27 | 525,449(1.18%) 520,213(1.17%) 1,045,662

28 | 636,773 (1.43%)- 715,848(1.11%) 1,352,621

Ty e [
TOTAL | 9,961,272 (22%) e L

° /12,516,225 (28%,)

‘w’/
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