
OIL IN NAVIGABLE WATERS REGULATIONS  
                                    [L.N. 101 of 1968.]  

under sections 5 and 7  

[22nd April, 1968]  
[Comrnencernent.]  

1. Short title and interpretation  

(1) These Regulations may be cited as the Oil in Navigable Waters Regulations.  

(2) In these Regulations, unless the context otherwise requires, expressions used have  
the same meaning as in the Oil in Navigable Waters Act.  

2. Equipment in ships to prevent pollution by oil  

(1) Every Nigerian ship (other than a tanker) of eighty tons gross tonnage or over  
which uses her bunker fuel tanks for the carriage of ballast water shall be fitted with an  
oily-water separator in accordance with the provisions of this regulation.  

(2) The oily-water separator shall be of the following description-  

 (a)  it shall be of such design, construction and capacity as would be adequate for  
the purpose of separating oil from a mixture of oil and ballast water from the  
bunker fuel tanks of the ship;  

 (b)  it shall be of a type which will separate mixtures of residual fuel oil of specific  
gravity of not less than 95 (at 600P) and water so that the oil content of the  
water after treatment in the separator does not exceed fifty parts per million;  

 (c)  it shall contain means for the taking of samples of the mixture entering the  
separator and of the separated water leaving the separator;  

 (d)  it shall be adequate in strength for the pressure at which it will be required to  
work and shall contain suitable provision for the prevention of over-pressure;  

 (e)  it shall be fitted with-  
(i) a pressure gauge;  
(ii) a cock or valve for draining when desired;  

(iii) a non-return valve at the mixture inlet to prevent flow-back; and  

 (f)  it shall be so designed that it can be inspected and cleaned internally.  

(3) Every separator fitted in accordance with the provisions of this regulation shall be  
connected to a pump capable of delivering the mixture to it at such a rate that the capacity  
for which the separator is designed, measured in tons per hour, is not exceeded.  

3. Oil discharge records  

(1) The master of every Nigerian ship (not being a tanker) of eighty tons gross ton-  
nage or over which uses fuel oil shall maintain such record as relates to the following,  
that is-  

 



 (a)  any occasion on which oil or a mixture containing oil is discharged from his  
ship for the purpose of securing the safety of any vessel or of preventing dam-  
age to any vessel or cargo;  

 (b)  any occasion on which oil or a mixture containing oil is found to be escaping,  
or to have escaped, from any such ship in consequence of damage to the ship  
or by reason of leakage;  

 (c)  operations for carrying out on board or in connection with any such ship relat-  
ing to-  

 (i)  the ballasting of oil tanks (whether cargo or bunker fuel tanks) and the  
discharge of ballast from, and cleaning of, such tanks; or  

 (ii)  the separation of oil from water or from other substances in any mix-  
ture containing oil; or  

 (iii)  the disposal of any oil or water, or any other substance arising from  
operations relating to any of the matters specified in the preceding sub-  
paragraphs, or any other substance arising from operations relating to  
any of the matters specified in the preceding sub-paragraphs; or  

(iv)  the disposal of any other oil residues.  

(2) The records required to be maintained of the matters specified in sub-para-  
graphs (a) and (b) of paragraph (1) of this regulation shall be in the form set out in Part 1  
of the Schedule to these Regulations and those to be maintained of the matters specified  
in sub-paragraph (c) of the said paragraph (1) shall be in the form set out in Part III of the  
said Schedule.  

[Schedule.]  

(3) The master of every Nigerian ship which is a tanker shall maintain a record in the  
form set out in Part I of the Schedule to these Regulations of the matters specified in  
paragraphs (a) and (b) of paragraph (1) of this regulation and in the form set out in Part II  
of that Schedule of the matters specified in paragraph (c) of the said paragraph (1).  

(4) The records required to be maintained in accordance with paragraphs (1), (2) and  
(3) of this regulation shall be retained in the ship for the duration of the voyage and  
thereafter either in the ship or at the principal office of the owners of the ship for a period  
of at least twelve months.  

4. Oil transfer records  

(1) There shall be kept by the master of every vessel, whether registered or not, and  
of whatever nationality, a record of the particulars hereinafter specified relating to the  
transfer of oil to and from the vessel while it is within the seaward limits of the territorial  
waters of Nigeria.  

(2) In the case of the transfer of oil to a barge, the record shall be kept by the person  
supplying the oil and in the case of the transfer of oil from the barge, the record shall be  
kept by the person to whom the oil is delivered.  

(3) The record required to he kept by paragraphs (1) and (2) of this regulation shall  
show clearly the following particulars-  
 (a)  the name and port of registry (if any) of the vessel or barge;  

 



 (b)  the date of transfer;  
 (c)  the place of transfer;  

 (d)  the amount and description of oil transferred;  

 (e)  the vessel, barge or place on land from or to which the oil was, as the case may  
be, transferred.  

(4) The record of each operation shall be separately signed and dated by the master or  
such other person as is referred to in paragraph (2) of this regulation.  

(5) In the case of a ship the record required by this regulation may be kept in the  
ship's official log in which case the name or port of registry (if any) need not be stated.  

5. Precautions to be taken when loading, discharging or bunkering oil  

(1) In loading, discharging or bunkering oil, all vessels shall take the following pre-  
cautions-  

 (a)  where no facilities exist for the proper draining of hoses, the ends should be  
suitably blanked;  

 (b)  when hose connections are being made or broken, drip trays shall be used to  
catch any spillage;  

 (c)  all scupper holes to which oil in the event of spillage would have access, shall  
be tightly plugged for the duration of the operations;  

 (d)  care shall be taken to ensure that the vessel is securely moored so as to avoid  
any undue strain on the pipe connections between the vessel and the shore or  
between vessel and vessel;  

 (e)  hoses and all other equipment to be used shall be inspected and where any  
damage is detected, such damage shall be repaired before commencing opera-  
tions;  

 (f)  any oil accidentally spilt on deck or on the quay, pier or jetty shall be immedi-  
ately bailed up and disposed of into the cargo tank or bunkers or ashore;  

 (g)  the means of communication between vessel and shore or between vessel and  
vessel shall be checked and all signals to be used thoroughly understood;  

 (h)  when the loading of a tanker or tank barge is completed, all tank hatch lids  
shall be immediately secured and all other openings communicating to the  
tanks, other than those controlled by a relief valve, rendered impassable to oil.  

(2) The following precautions shall be observed in relation to bunkering operations-  
(a)    the master of any ship being bunkered from any other vessel or from a shore  
          installation shall appoint a responsible officer to personally supervise the bun-                          
kering operation;  

 (b)      before bunkering commences-  

 (i)  all air vent pipes shall be inspected to ensure that displaced air and  
gases can escape freely;  

 



 (ii)  the master shall ensure that ullages or soundings are taken to determine  
the quantity of oil on board in order to ensure that the bunker space  
will accommodate the amount of the expected delivery;  

 (c)  where one of the fuel storage tanks is set aside as an overflow tank it shall be  
the last to be filled;  

 (d)  during bunkering operations frequent soundings shall be taken and the rate of  
the delivery shall be slowed down during "topping off'; and where possible,  
"topping off' of double bottom tanks shall be done from deep banks.  

(3) Where fuel oil is being transferred from one space to another within a ship the  
following precautions shall be observed-  

 (a)  care shall be taken to ensure that overboard discharge connections from the  
fuel oil transfer pumps are properly closed and secured against accidental  
overboard discharge;  

 (b)  care shall be taken to ensure that-  

(i)   the air vent pipes of the settling tanks are free from blockages;  

 (ii)   the overflow pipes leading from the settling tanks to fuel storage tanks  
   are in order and that sounding arrangements or oil level indicating gear  
   on the settling tanks do not allow the escape of oil in the event of acci-  
   dental overfilling of the settling tanks.  

(4) Where tanks used alternately for fuel oil and water ballast are being filled with  
such ballast the following precautions shall be observed-  

 (a)  if a pump is used, the pump must be started before the sea valves are opened;  

 (b)  during ballasting, all tanks shall be inspected to ensure that only the tanks  
which are intended as ballast are receiving water;  

 (c)  on completion of ballasting, the sea valves must be closed before the pump is  
stopped (if used) so as to prevent the escape into the sea of any oil or any oil  
contaminated water which may be in the lines.  

(5) In the engine rooms or other machinery spaces of tankers the following precau-  
tions shall be observed-  

 (a)  a close watch shall be kept on the special oily bilge, gutter-ways or other ar-  
rangements provided to confine oil leakage from tank sides and mountings,  
fuel oil pumps and the like; and any accumulation of fuel oil shall be trans-  
ferred to a bunker or settling tank well before risk or overflow to the ordinary  
bilges arises;  

 (b)  trays beneath oil pumps, heaters and burners shall be kept clean so that any  
leakage will be immediately apparent and can be dealt with before it pollutes  
the ordinary engine room or boiler room bilges;  

 (c)  all fuel oil pipes within the engine or boiler room, and especially those in  
which the oil is under pressure, shall be inspected regularly to ensure early  
detection of any leak which would result in contamination of the ordinary bil-  
ges with oil fuel.  



 (6) The master of any ship and the person in charge of any tank barge shall ensure  
that a careful inspection of the ship's or barge's hull is carried out at regular intervals for  
the purpose of detecting any leakage of oil.  

(7) In addition to the foregoing provisions of this regulation, the master of a tanker  
shall observe the following precautions-  

 (a)  before loading commences-  

 (i)  all sea valves and deck overboard discharge valves on the oil and bal-  
last lines shall be tightly closed;  

 (ii)  all deck valves which are not to be used shall be properly closed and  
where practicable blanked off; and  

 (iii)  all valves which are to be used shall be inspected to see that they are  
free and in good order;  

 (b)  loading must begin at a slow rate and after loading has started the tanks which  
are being loaded shall be inspected and the water round the ship's side shall  
also be inspected; and if loading is proceeding satisfactorily the rate may be  
gradually increased until the desired loading rate is obtained when a further in-  
spection must be made but no more tanks shall be loaded at anyone time than  
can be safely watched and controlled;  

 (c)  the depth of oil in each cargo tank which is being loaded shall be constantly  
watched and the receiving rate shall be appropriately reduced towards the final  
stages of loading and to allow time for orderly control the slowing down of the  
receiving rate necessary during the "topping off' process should be anticipated  
and appropriate notice given to the staff in charge of the delivery; and after any  
tank valve has been closed, the liquid level in that tank shall be checked to en-  
sure that the valve is properly closed;  

 (d)  before discharging, all cargo deck line valves, sea valves and any stern loading  
and discharge valves which are not to be used, shall be inspected to ensure that  
they are tightly closed and where practicable such valves shall be set to the  
discharging position and checked to see that they are free and in good order;  

 (e)  after hoses are connected no discharging shall commence until after the shore  
staff have indicated that they are ready to receive cargo; and where the back  
pressure in the shore line is such that there is a possibility of oil tlowing from  
the shore to the ship, the ship's valve at the shore connection shall not be  
opened until the pressure is equalised;  

 (f)  at the commencement of discharging, the cargo pumps shall be started slowly  
and the working pressure gradually built up; but during this process a constant  
watch shall be kept on the discharge pressure in order lO ensure that the shore  
receiving lines are clear and that an excessive pressure is not being built up in  
the cargo lines; and when the desired rate of discharge has been reached a fur-  
ther inspection shall be made of any stern or other discharge valves not in use,  
of the cargo, hose and hose connections and of the water round the ship's side  
to see that no oil is escaping;  



 



   

 



 




